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We are coming to the end of summer. I hope that everyone has been able to enjoy the weather
and have some opportunities to get away. This summer at Central we have been in a season of
transition. Transition can be hard like saying goodbye to leaders who were close friends and
inspirations to our faith. But it can also be a time where we learn new things about ourselves
that can lead to growth. 

We are currently looking for a contemporary worship leader. We have been on a search for a
few months now. Yet, during this time we have seen our volunteer worship leaders step out and
lead in some amazing ways. It has been a joy to see God use different leaders each week to
lead us into the presence of God and prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word. I want to say a
special thank you to all of our worship team members, listed on the side, and Rev. Dawn Spragg
for how they have stepped into a time of transition and been used by God. 

Below is part of an article written by Mollie Armour who is our Director of Children's Worship
and Outreach and regular participant on the praise team and Chancel Choir. Mollie has written
about how God has been teaching her about worship through her experience in being one of
our leaders over the last few months. This article will be available soon along with another
project Central will debut. She will join me and a couple other Praise Team members in a new
Central podcast in August. During this podcast we will talk more about her and others'
experiences leading, as well as their heart for worship. Please join us in August for the podcast
(yet to be officially named) to hear and reflect on what it means to worship God. 

I sure love that statement Hayden shared with the team from his Dad, Rev. Jim Lenderman, “we
are not worship leaders but lead worshipers”. A previous pastor of mine changed his title from
Sr. Pastor to “lead follower”. I think both are significant because it puts us in the right frame of
mind and spiritual position to lead as a servant. This leadership style was modeled to us by
Jesus in the Gospels. Let’s all search our hearts about how we approach worship and ask God to
lead us into a deeper knowledge and experience of God’s presence. 

Remember - You Matter to God.

Rob Holifield

“Our praise and worship team are in a very special season. With the absence of an official leader,
we have each had to answer the call to lead or reignite our own relationship to worship. Pastor
Dawn has encouraged us to reflect and pray over our team in very intentional ways. It has placed
some very big questions on my heart. What is my own personal relationship to worship? How can
we all create a legacy of worshipers within our church and within our faith? Several times I have
heard Pastor Dawn say, “Worship is a full body experience”. In the Jewish faith, this is called
avodah b’gashmiut; the belief that we can awaken the inner spiritual being through engaging our
physical body. (Very Field of Dreams, a la “If you build it, they will come”.) The somatic experience
is tangential to our spiritual and emotional experience, but not once have I stood on the Holy
Platform in front of our congregation and felt comfortable enough to raise my hands in praise.

As worship leaders, there is a part of the brain which can easily become removed and distracted
from the purpose—we focus on the instrument, our pitch, our rhythm. Our biggest worry is how our
ability or focus on performance will enhance or potentially hurt your worship experience. A couple
weeks ago, our praise team was lucky to be joined by Hayden Lenderman. As we gathered to
rehearse, Hayden said something eye opening. He said, “My dad always used to say that we
aren’t worship leaders, but that we are lead worshipers.” I loved that. God has not called us
because of our “talent”, whatever yours may be. God gave each of us a gift so that it could be
used for His glory in spite of our many imperfections. The best way we can lead is by removing the
focus from ourselves, pouring out every ounce of our focus on God and those around us.”
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It is our desire that the offerings on
Wednesday night will give you a chance
to refocus on Jesus. A meal is served to
encourage you to form community with
Christian friends. We offer classes, choir
practice, space for small groups to meet,
as well as Teen and Kid programming. 

Registration is NOW OPEN! 
www.centralrogers.com/adultministries

 

Book of Acts - In Person Only- Facilitator: Rob Holifield and Katie Emery

Acts is the story of the Church beginning and growing throughout the Roman world. It is the history book of the New Testament, but it

is packed with amazing lessons about who God has called us to be. This calling has to do with us as individuals and as a body of

believers. We will use the Inductive Bible Study method, which seeks to understand the message of the writer to the audience who

first received the document. We will use this method to study one chapter per week to see how God speaks and guides us. A NRSV

Bible (available at the church) is preferred for this study. No additional study guide is needed. 

 

Disciple I  - Hybrid - Facilitated by Carole Baker and Molly Pickering

The study gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. DISCIPLE

draws upon the work of scholars, the personal Bible reading and study of the participant, and dynamic group discussion to aid

understanding of the Bible. This is the first and foundational study in the DISCIPLE: BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY

program. The study guides cost $28.00 on cokesbury.com. Limited supply available at Central. 

 

Disciple II - In Person Only -  Facilitated by Randy Godsey

Into the Word helps readers deepen their understanding of Scripture and make connections between what they already know and

what they are reading. Each week you will encounter three spiritual disciplines, learn what they are, and how you can engage those

disciplines. The study identifies some needs in the world for which ministry is needed and suggests possible responses, then invites

participants to summarize the scripture message that will shape their ministry and to decide what response and commitment to make

to that message.  The study guides cost $28.00 on cokesbury.com. Limited supply available at Central. 

 

Epic of Eden: Understanding the Old Testament - In Person Only - Facilitated by Clay Cutten

Does your knowledge of the Old Testament feel like a grab bag of people, books, events and ideas? Then this study is for you! In the

Epic of Eden Video study, Dr. Sandra Richter clearly and powerfully communicates a history of God's redeeming grace from the

Garden of Eden to the garden of the New Jerusalem.  The study guides costs $ 22.95 and available on Seedbed.com .

 

The Chosen: Season 3 - In Person Only - Facilitator: Amy Penny

In Season Three, Jesus and the apostles feel the stress of their growing ministry, face greater resistance from Jewish and Roman

authorities and deal with greater conflict between themselves, all threatening to undermine Jesus' ministry.  No study guide needed.

 

NITE
LIVE

WED.Begins August 30th
Dinner 5:30p - 6:00p
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 All Gravity Students are invited to join us Sunday, August 13 at 9:30a in the Youth Room for our BACK TO SCHOOL
BREAKFAST. Not a lot needs to be said except – cereal pancakes, LOTS of bacon and prayer for the school year! 

We will continue the fun that evening of
August 13th at Gravity’s Annual Bo’Smo
Event. Join us at the Pickering and Baker
houses for a combo pool party and
bonfire! Our Bo’Smo will not only be
saying goodbye to summer, but we will
also be sending JD off to his final
semester of college. 

Wow...the end of summer is on the horizon! Gravity Youth Ministries has been
BUSY-BUSY in July with girls night, meet ups at Andy’s, guys night, our annual
float trip, a casual Barbie movie gathering, College & twenties pool party, and a
Gravity’s College prep class! We are PUMPED for school to start, and get us
that much closer to our FALL KICK OFF in September.   The first week of
August, we will be welcoming our new incoming 6th graders to Gravity through
a fun event called “Blast Off.” It’s an evening full of FUN! (photo scavenger
hunt in downtown Rogers), food, and an official welcome to Gravity! This is a
family event. Please visit the website to learn more and register for the event! 

Also, MIDWEEK is back

for 2023-24 school year. 

 We will have an official

kickoff on Wednesday,

August 30.  More details

and some awesome

tweaks our Midweek will

be announced SOON!  

COLLEGE
As we approach August, we know it is a matter of

weeks before students head back to campus. As a

friendly reminder, please be sure to send

lswanson@centralrogers.com or 816.728.1416 your

college mailing address so you will be sure to

receive your DOZEN HOMEMADE CHOCOLATE

CHIP COOKIES the first few weeks of school.   



 

We are so excited to kick off Wed. Nite Live - Young Disciples

programming. This year is going to be bigger and better than

ever! Each week students gather and receive a new

mysterious letter that lays out clues and objectives to learn a

new trait that will help them become a Disciple of Jesus.

Students will earn points each class that lead them to a big end

of the year prize and Advent Celebration. Young Disciples

programming is for students grades K-5th.  We need

volunteers to help lead pre-written lesson plans and assist in

classes with classroom management. Reach out to Mollie

Armour (marmour@centralrogers.com) for more information! 
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What was Noah’s favorite candy? 

Skittles – taste the rainbow 
 

 

At the beginning of the summer our elementary
Sunday school class tried something new. Instead
of working through our regular curriculum, we have
been working on memorizing the books of the
Bible. Each week we covered a different section of
the Bible and had an overview of those books
instead of a single Bible story. The book of
Revelation will wrap things up for us on August 6,
just in time for promotion Sunday the following
week. If you see one of our students, ask them how
many books they can name! 

 

ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Promotion Sunday
August 13th

Sunday August 13 will be our Promotion Sunday where kids “move up” to their
next Sunday school class. This is an especially big day for our rising kindergartners
as they get to come upstairs and have full sized donuts! Our class time will be
open house style where kids can check out their new rooms and meet their
leaders. See you at 9:30! Whether you attend a school or work at a school, bring
your school bag with you this day and during the services we will pray a special
blessing over the school year. 

BLESSING

OF THE

BACKPACKS

All Children, Youth, Teachers, and

School Administrators are invited

to bring their bag to be blessed

and prayed over on August 13th

in the Sunday Services.

Sunday, Aug. 13th

PROMOTION SUNDAY &
SCHOOL BAG BLESSING 



WWW.CENTRALROGERS.COM/ADULTMINISTRIES

FALL
GREAT

CLASSES

REGISTRATION
NOW

OPEN!!!

Encounter the Spirit
Thursdays from 9:30-11am
Starting September 14th
Hybrid
Facilitated by Becky Burrow

Come to a deeper understanding of what it
means to be filled and led by the Holy
Spirit. To awaken, reawaken or deepen
your connection and knowledge of the
Spirit. This is a 7-week study. It consists of
weekly meetings, a weekly video, and a
personal study guide with 5 exercises per
week. The study guide costs $18.95 and
available on Seedbed.com 

 

Epic of Eden: Isaiah
Tuesdays at 7pm
Starting September 5th
Zoom Only
Facilitated by Liz & Robbie Lusk

Often named “the fifth gospel,” the book
of the prophet Isaiah has more to say
about Israel’s coming Messiah than any
other Old Testament book. Brilliant,
courageous, uncompromising, this prophet
declared that “the year of the LORD” had
come and God’s people needed to either
step up, or stand down. The study guide
cost $19.95 on Seedbed.com 

 

SOUL FRIENDS: Soul Friends is a group of Younger Adults made

up of college students, singles, and couples (some young

children).  This in-person class begins at 9:30am and dives deep

into discussions through topical studies or specific books of the

Bible.  The class size is around 10 people with ages 18 - 30’s.

 (Room 208)  

WOMEN’S STUDY:  This class is for women of all ages who prefer

to meet with other women as we learn, grow, and share our lives

together.  This in-person class will begin at 9:15 and will focus on

Bible based studies and how to apply scripture daily as a woman

of faith.  This is a new class and is open to females of all ages. 

(Room 104 - Library)  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PROMOTING SUNDAY – AUGUST 20TH    
The Adult Sunday Schools will host a “Promoting Sunday” August

20th.  Classes will be holding an open house following the 8:15

Communion Service for anyone interested in learning more about

the class and meeting the group!   This will be a great time to meet

class members, enjoy some snacks, and learn more about what and

how the groups hold their many studies!  

There is a Sunday School class for everyone, so plan on visiting one

or more!      We'd like to spotlight two revamped  Sunday School

classes starting on August 20th as well!   



Campaign Update  

In 2019, Central launched the “What If” capital campaign to address the $4.1 million in existing building debt.  “What If”

was both the theme for our campaign and a question we were asking ourselves as a church. After eight capital campaigns

we believed it could be possible to retire most of our existing building debt. We asked ourselves “What if we weren’t

sending $500,000 a year to the bank in loan payments? What is God calling us to do in ministry and mission in the next

chapter of our life together as a church? If a meaningful portion of those debt payments were reallocated to great ministry

and mission, how many more people could we connect to Christ?”  As Central launched the campaign, we prayerfully

established the following three benchmarks: Success, Victory, and Miracle to retire the debt of $4.1 million.  We believed

that every dollar given back to God through this campaign would bring us one step closer to being set free to engage in

ministry and mission.   

Central dreamed that with God’s blessing and faithfulness, we could possibly fold the remaining debt payments into

the regular operating budget.  DONE!  A huge thank you to all who participated in the “What If” Campaign and all

previous capital campaigns.  An ongoing thank you to the many of you who continue to give to the current operating

budget.  Your generosity made it possible to pay down the remaining debt to $885,000 while growing our church

ministries and connecting People to Christ.     

Generosity is...
grounded in gratitude, 

revealed in prayer,
and lived in faith!

Success Victory Miracle

$3,000,000 $3,500,000 $4,000,000+

Actual

$3.7M

Wednesday, August 16 is the first day of school in Rogers and Bentonville. This doesn’t just mean new backpacks and lunchboxes
for kids--It also means that moms and mom figures of all ages and stages are carrying around All Of The Feels.  

Marking the small days that represent the big changes can bring laughter, tears, rejoicing, and everything in between, whether we
are taking our little bitty with a change of clothes and carefully quartered grapes, waving goodbye to a kindergartener or summer-
tanned, boisterous kids, or embarking on the adventures of high school or college graduations, newfound independence, or adult

children’s many life transitions with all the changes that they bring.  
Moms, grandmas, and mom figures of all ages are invited to a drop-in get together on Wednesday, August 16 from 9-10:30 to eat
a great breakfast, celebrate milestones, enjoy and encourage each other, and remember God’s faithful love that goes with us and

the ones we love through every journey and every kind of feel. Childcare will be available.  
 



1st                         Gravity Guys Night                                               5:30p
2nd                        Sacred Thread Quilt Mission                               9:00a, Rm 223-225
2nd                        Prayer Shawl Ministry                                           3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
6th                         School Supply Drive ENDS
6th                         6th Grade Blast Off                                              6:00p, Youth Room
10th                       Prayer Shawl Ministry                                           3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206  
13th                       Breakfast with Gravity Youth                               9:30a, Youth Room
13th                       New Member Sunday  
13th                       Blessing of the Back Packs                                                               
13th                       Promotion Sunday
13th                       BO'SMO Gravity Youth Event                              6:00p, Offsite
16th                       Boo-Hoo & Woo-Hoo Breakfast                          9:00a, Atrium 
16th                       Prayer Shawl Ministry                                            3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
20th                       Promoting Adults 
20th                       Evensong & Organ Recital                                   4:00p, Chapel
26rd                       Prayer Shawl Ministry                                           3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
27th                       Church Wide Prayer                                              5:00p, Chapel
28th                       Church Council Meeting                                       6:00p
30th                       Wed. Nite Live BEGINS                                        5:30, Atrium (Dinner)

 Lean In. 

Connecting People to Christ

AUGUST


