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Last month I wrote about church camps and camp meetings because we were entering our New Hope Camp
Meeting sermon series. I had a blast singing the old songs and being able to preach on some of the great Christian
retreat themes. I’m not sure I have heard the chapel sing so loud as when we were singing “I’ll Fly Away” to conclude
the series.  

While talking about church camps I mentioned a camp meeting I went to in Northeast Arkansas called Wayland
Springs. I shared about some adventures I had there and mentioned one of the names of a boy in my cabin. It just so
happened that someone in our church also went to the church his family attended. So, the newsletter was passed
through a couple people so that this friend of mine from 5th grade received the article. He reached out to me, and
we exchanged emails. This was our first connection since around the 5th grade. It made me smile again at how
connected we are as United Methodists.  

I’m sharing this to highlight the beauty of the United Methodist connectional system. One of the unique things about
being a United Methodist is that we are connected in ministry and service for the Kingdom. This happens not only
with the people in our local church but also throughout the state and even the world. Therefore, we partner and
make Christian friends with people from all over. We are not a lone island but a connectional system of churches
seeking to strengthen our witness by working together.  
 
Part of this connectional system is the way pastors are appointed and moved to different churches. I used to think it
was a hardship to have moved every five years therefore attending three different schools growing up. But I now
realize it was a blessing to have been formed not by one church but by three - Harrisburg, Walnut Ridge and Heber
Springs United Methodist churches. Three churches that prayed for me and partnered with my parents to help me
grow in faith. I think that illustrates the beauty of this connectional system. This is what happens on a much grander
scale in missions and outreach every year.  

As part of this connectional system the bishop appoints pastors each year. It was with pride and excitement when this
year for the third time I saw my name listed as your Sr. Pastor for 2023-24. Bishop Merrill set the appointments at the
end of the Annual Conference and it is always a special time. I am blessed to be your pastor and I look forward to a
great year of ministry ahead. Even though there are challenges in our denomination, I believe if we bind together in
Christ we will rise above the challenges and see God move in powerful and exciting ways transforming lives, families
and communities.  

Remember, You matter to God.
Rev. Rob Holifield 

Rev. Rob Holifield

Senior Pastor
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Rob and Lindsey (re)joined Central at the 8:15 Traditional
service on June 11th. Lindsey has spent the last two years

on staff as the pastor of worship at Elm Springs United
Methodist. She currently serves as a Deacon under

appointment at the Northwest Arkansas Food Bank. Rob is
a Load and Ride Solutions Manager at JB Hunt Transport.
They live in Springdale with their Corgi mix, Mirabelle.   

NEW MEMBERS
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FUN



What should you do if you are wrinkled with burdens?

Come to church for a faith lift! 

 

What a STELLAR time we had learning how we can SHINE JESUS’ LIGHT at VBS this year. Thank
you to all of our volunteers who made this week a smashing success. We had 237 kids registered,
70 youth crew leaders, and 45 adult volunteers in the building! Our Bible Adventures took us back
in time, we used our best imaginations at Imagination Station where there were cool science
experiments, sang ALL the songs in Music, and ate ALL the snacks. We are already looking forward
to VBS 2024 ~ SCUBA: diving into friendship with God! 

VACATION BIBLE 
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is focused on removing barriers to community and
belonging in order to connect people to Christ. This
committee meets to plan and coordinate efforts to
create a welcoming culture, improve guest’s experiences,
and empower hospitality to provide a sense of belonging.
Humans aren’t made to go it alone. For a full spiritual life,
rich with meaning, we need to surround ourselves with
other believers. A community can give us a sense of
identity, help us connect to Christ, and even keep us
healthier in body, mind and spirit. Community formation is
not about entertaining and planning parties. It is an
attitude and expectation of HOSPITALITY to build
community. It is not the responsibility of someone else. It
is a calling and commandment put on ALL of us as
followers of Christ. Community formation is focused on
making sure people know they Matter to God; Matter to
Central; and Matter to You. 

Entertaining is an event. Hospitality is an attitude, a
way of life. 
Entertaining fulfills your own social needs. Hospitality
meets the needs of others. 
Entertaining sees people. Hospitality sees souls. 
Entertaining is temporal. Hospitality is eternal. 
Entertaining is fun. Hospitality is often inconvenient. 
Entertaining is most often a group of people.
Hospitality can be just one. 
Entertaining is optional. Hospitality is commanded. 

Our newest committee...

Alex Lake (Chair), Carole Baker (Staff Liaison), Diane
Callahan, Hannah Carter, Barbara Jones, Jane Oliver, Les
Oliver, Lindsey Russell, Raianna Shriver, Robbie Lusk 

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s

grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:9-10) 
 



STAFF BOOK CLUB

                                              Did you know that your staff has a book club? We do! It started following New Room 2022 after being 
 moved by some of the speakers, we bought their books and decided to read them together. We

                                                 enjoyed discussing the books so much that we kept going.  We have enjoyed each book and thought
we would recommend them to you for your own personal reading.

 
24/6 - a prescription for a healthier, happier life (Matthew Sleeth, MD);   How to Pray - A Simple Guide for Normal People (Pete Greig);  The
Pilgrim's Progress (John Bunyan); Beautiful People Don't Just Happen - How God Redeems Regret, Hurt, and Fear in the Making of Better
Humans (Scott Sauls);  Boundaries - When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of Your Life (Dr. Henry Cloud & Dr. John Townsend);
How to Human - Three Ways to Share Life Beyond What Distracts, Divides and Disconnects Us (Carlos Whittaker).   



2nd                        Flood Bucket Drive BEGINS
4th                         Independence Day (Church Office Closed)
5th                         Sacred Thread Quilt Mission                               9:00a, Rm 223-225
5th                         Prayer Shawl Ministry                                           3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
9th                         Next Connections                                                11:30a, Chapel
9th                         Evensong & Organ Recital                                  4:00p, Chapel
12th                       Prayer Shawl Ministry                                           3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206   
16th - 21st            Ozark Mission Project (CENTRAL HOSTING)                
18th                      One Terrific Tuesday                                             6:00p - Atrium                  
19th                       Prayer Shawl Ministry                                            3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
23rd                       Back to School Supply Drive BEGINS
23rd                       Gravity Youth Float Trip                                       TBA
24th                       Church Council Meeting                                     6:00p
26th                       Prayer Shawl Ministry                                           3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
30th                       Church Wide Prayer                                             5:00p, Chapel

 Lean In. 

Connecting People to Christ

JULY


