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Jesus is Risen! He is risen indeed! After 6 weeks of
walking on the road to the cross we were able to
celebrate Easter and the risen Lord on Sunday, April
17! It was a joyous day. It was extra exciting this year
because it felt like Easter pre-Covid again didn’t it?
Three services without having to take serious
precautions allowed us to worship fully and freely. I
had a Facebook reminder show me a picture from
two years ago. It was Easter Sunday and I preached
to a sanctuary of cutout images of the congregation.
It was a very kind gesture from the church because
they knew I was struggling to preach to empty pews.
I appreciated that so much, but there is nothing like
being able to fill the church on Easter Sunday!  
 
This was my first experience of Holy Week and Easter
with you and I loved every minute of it. At the
beginning of Lent I asked  you to lean into the
season of Lent and especially Holy Week. Many of
you did, which led to a powerful week of services.
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday prepared my
heart to not only celebrate the risen Christ but to
encounter Him all over again. As I prepared for the
Easter sermon, the idea of how Jesus wants to
continue to encounter us penetrated my heart. Let
me say again we serve a risen savior who is alive and
active today! Amen!  
 
As we move into May and the summer months let’s
take some time in the Easter season. Let’s not just
linger like Mary did at the tomb - let’s dive deep into
it. Easter is not just a day but its a season of the
church. It is where we focus on the victory we find in
Christ. During this time we will be looking at the
seven “I am” statements Jesus made in the book of
John on Sunday morning.. As we look at each one, it
is my hope that you focus on the risen Christ and
seek to encounter Him again and again. That is His
desire for us. He is waiting for us to ready our hearts
to grow and become the people He has called us to
be.  
 
The Lord is risen and is alive - Hallelujah! 

Rob Holifield
Senior Pastor

Rev. Rob Holifield

Senior Pastor



Wow...what an amazing April we had! First and foremost, I owe you all a HUGE thank you for coming out and
supporting our Confirmands on their Confirmation Sunday. Over the past eight weeks, we have watched
these students grow in their knowledge and understanding of the faith, in their relationships with their
mentors and other adults in the church and it was utterly exciting to watch them profess their faith in Jesus
and become an adult member of the church. Thank you for supporting them with your presence and for
going out of your way to welcome them following the service. It excited me to walk around the Atrium and
see so many of you conversing, congratulating, and welcoming our students. I cannot tell you how much that
means to me; thank you for supporting our students! Another HUGE thank you to Mary and Rodney Kutz for
being our phenomenal cake cutting and serving extraordinaires; and beyond that, displayed amazing
hospitality! As I shared in the service, Confirmation is the ministry it is because of our amazing mentors. They
are adults from our congregation who have agreed to pray for, talk with, walk alongside, and support our
students through Confirmation. Thank you for investing in our youth and being such an essential part of their
faith journey! What a wonderful service Confirmation Sunday was; we are so grateful for the variety of ways
students assisted with the service!   

Gravity
YOUTH MINISTR IES

 

            

                              @GravityYouthMinistries 

We followed the high note of Confirmation with
Gravity Guys Night! It was pretty simple – Top
Golf, bunch of guys, lots of food, and a little bit
of competition – and it was an ABSOLUTE
BLAST! Thank you for the dads that joined us,
and for the families that donated prizes for the
evening. In the same weekend, we wrapped up
Gravity Sunday nights for the school year. We
will take May off, and rejoin for some SUMMER
FUN, starting in June! Keep your eyes peeled
for our summer happenings coming out SOON! 



What is the best Bible verse for the kitchen?
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, For everything there is a season.

Save the Dates: 
VBS: June 12-16, 9am -12pm 

 

HEROIC: A 4-WEEK SERIES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ON THE EARLY CHURCH
Every kid wishes they had superpowers, but with Jesus, we don’t need x-ray vision or invisibility
to be heroes! In this four-week series, kids will hear stories about the heroes of the Early Church
— the apostles and disciples who used their unique abilities to spread the good news of Jesus.
Through their stories, we’ll see that anyone can do great things for God because God gives
everyone a mission, the Holy Spirit gives us power, and we’re heroic when we work as a team!

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 AM 

 

Saturday, April 8th we hosted our annual community Easter Egg Hunt. This year we partnered with Oakley
Chapel and FUMC in Rogers to serve our community in bigger ways. And for the first time in several years,
we once again held the hunt on our front lawn. Families from all over the area gathered for games, crafts,

food, and a fellowship. Trike Theatre performed, KLRC held a live broadcast, and Ability Tree came to assist
with our first ever Sensory Friendly Egg Hunt option. Our egg hunt consisted of THIRTY THOUSAND Easter
Eggs…which were gone in TWO MINUTES. We had over 100 volunteers and are so grateful for this huge

living testimony for how God is working in and through Central. We served about 2,500 families at this
event and had the wonderful opportunity to show each of them that they matter to God.

 



Diane Spicer joined from another
denomination at the 8:15 service on

March 26th.  Diane retired as an
accountant from Westminster

Presbyterian Church and Preschool in
Dallas TX in 2015.  She is a member of

Cornerstone Sunday School class. 
 Diane lives in Rogers, AR. 

Kerry and Kelli Turnbow have joined by transfer
of membership from FUMC – Stigler OK. Kerry

is retired as a professional counselor and
minster. Kelli previously worked in the nonprofit

world as a fundraising professional and in the
tourism industry promoting Alaska (where they

both lived for more than 33 years.) The
Turnbows live in Rogers, AR.   

Christine Scott joined from another
denomination at the 10:20 service on

March 26th. Christine is a retired
elementary school teacher. She has
already become a vital part of the

Chancel choir. Christine lives in
Rogers, AR.   

NEW MEMBERS

SUMMER CLASSES

The Chosen – Seasons 1 and 2
Thursdays (Beginning May 18)
12:00p in the Theater Room
Facilitator: Amy Penny
Being chosen by Jesus has beautiful and far-reaching implications- although it
says even more about the Chooser than the chosen. We are loved because He
first loved us. We are saved because He is merciful. We belong to the family of
God because Jesus invites us, making the Bible and its promises as true for us
today as it was for God’s chosen nation. So, what does it actually mean to be
Chosen? Join us this spring as we watch the popular series The Chosen -
Season 1 & 2. This is a 16-week study. No study book is required. 

Epic of Eden: Ruth
Tuesdays (Beginning May 30)
 7:00p ZOOM ONLY
Facilitators: Liz and Robbie Lusk
Set in the midst of one of the most corrupt eras of Israelite history, Ruth is a
story about three compelling characters. Naomi is an elderly widow who has
lost everything. Ruth, Naomi’s young daughter-in-law, also a widow, and a
foreigner, who at great personal cost refuses to let Naomi face the future
alone. Boaz is the local patriarch—a man of wealth and influence who in this
epic tale is given the opportunity to do the right thing, even though the right
thing might not be the obvious thing.  



One of our favorite hymns is Amazing Grace, and
one of the lines of the song is ‘I once was lost but
now am found’.  That is a line that could be used

for several items in our Lost & Found basket. If you
have lost keys, thermal cups, earrings, glasses,

books, or any number of personal items, it may be
in our basket! The basket is usually in the office on

the bookcase, but for a limited time, for your
convenience, it will be on the Information Desk in
the Atrium on Sunday mornings. Happy hunting! 

 

MONETARY DONATIONS WILL BE

ACCEPTED THROUGH ONLINE GIVING OR

OFFERING PLATE GIVING MARKED “DRY

MILK”. BOXES OF DRY MILK CAN BE

PLACED IN THE SHOPPING CARTS

LOCATED AT THE CHAPEL ENTRANCE AND

IN THE ATRIUM, THROUGHOUT MAY.



 

Stellar is officially open! Kids entering kindergarten thru 5th grade will be launched on a cosmic quest where they’ll have a blast

shining Jesus’ light to the world. Youth have the opportunity to serve as crew leaders and adults have lots of options of ways to serve

as well! Head over to our website at centralrogers.com/kids to learn more about volunteering and register.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL THIS SUMMER AS A VOLUNTEER. 

HEAR WHAT PREVIOUS VOLUNTEERS ARE SAYING: 
 

 

 

 

 

"VBS is a chance for these kids to hear

that someone loves them, that God

loves them.  They get to pray, talk

openly about what Jesus did for them,

and for some of them that is an

opportunity they may not get again

until next summer. "   

 

 

This past summer our granddaughter
got to join me at VBS here at Central

and those memories are made possible
because I was able to volunteer as a
group leader, shepherding several
crews of 10-12 kids to the different

stations.
 Being able to hear those kids sing
and praise God with their voices is

magical and will bring tears to
your eyes. 

 I was blown away by how engaged,enthusiastic, and participatory theyouth were. I think that is a testamentto their experience going through VBSand having been poured into, it wasreally full circle to see these teensgiving back to the younger students. 

 "When you have so many children in one

place it d
oes take so many people.  E

veryone

I saw was just so happy, so enthusiastic and

that le
aves such an im

pression on the

children who can be here to learn amazing

Bible stories, have a lot of fu
n, and connect

with other kids. If 
you have an opportunity,

even for a brief amount of tim
e, help support

VBS. It 
is a fun and worthwhile cause." 

One day a little boy came up

 to me and he said, “can I tell you

a secret?”.  I told him of course

and  put my arm around him as we

walked back into the church.  

 

He said to me, “this is the first time I

have ever been in a church and I have

never heard God spoken about so

much.”  That just touched my heart.  He

came every day, he smiled, he listened

to the stories, he played the games 

and he had a great time. 

 
 

 

 I am grateful for the memories

he will take with him that were

made possible by our VBS and

the other volunteers.   

http://www.centralrogers.com/kids


3rd                         Sacred Thread Quilt Mission                                 9:00a, Rm 223-225
3rd                         Prayer Shawl Ministry                                              3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
3rd                         OMP Tool Training
5th                         Central Women's Gala                                           
10th                       OMP Tool Training       
10th                        Prayer Shawl Ministry                                             3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
14th                        New Member Sunday
14th                        Mother's Day
17th                        Prayer Shawl Ministry                                             3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
18th                        The Chosen Season 1 & 2 Class Begins              12:00p, Theater Room
21st                         Evensong & Recital                                                4:00/4:30, Chapel
22nd                        Church Council Meeting                                       6:00p
24th                         Prayer Shawl Ministry                                            3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
28th                         Pentecost
28th                         Church Wide Prayer                                              5:00p, Chapel
29th                         Memorial Day (Church Office Closed)  
30th                         Epic of Eden: RUTH Class Begins                        7:00p, ZOOM
31st                          Prayer Shawl Ministry                                            3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206

                                       

 
 

 Lean In. 

Connecting People to Christ

MAY


