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Central United Methodist Church
2535 W. New Hope Rd.               Office Information
Rogers, AR 72758                        Phone: 479-636-1630 | Fax: 479-636-3306
www.cumcrogers.com              Mon.-Thurs. 8:00am to 5:00pm , Fri. 8:00am to 12:00pm

Lenten Schedule:
• Ash Wednesday: Wednesday March 1st; Youth OMP Fundraising Dinner (pancakes,  
 omlets, sausage) at 5:30 pm, Worship at 6:00 pm
• 1st Sunday of Lent: March 5th
• Maundy Thursday Worship: Thursday, April 13th, 6:00 pm in the Chapel
• Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 15th 
• Easter Sunday Worship: Sunday, April 16th, all three services 

JESUS
t h r o u g h 
the eyes of

JOHN

Lent at Central:

Lent is a season of the church year which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter Sunday. It comes 
from an Anglo Saxon word meaning “spring” and is a time of repentance, reflection, and self-examina-
tion, and preparation for the coming of Easter. 

Here at Central it serves as a chance to focus on Jesus and the journey he made to the cross on our be-
half. This year we will be looking at this journey through the eyes of John, so we encourage everyone to 
read John’s Gospel throughout Lent. We hope you will join us all season as we discover who Jesus is and 
just what his journey to the cross means to us.



SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES
8:30 AM - Traditional

Worship in the Chapel

9:00 AM - Contemporary
Worship in the Sanctuary

10:00 AM - Sunday School

11:00 AM - Traditional
Worship in the Sanctuary

LISTEN & WATCH!
Can’t avoid being out one Sunday?  

You can stilll be a part of 
Central sermons!

Listen to the 11:00 AM Traditional 
worship service LIVE on KURM 790 AM 

Radio or online at
 www.kurm.net.

Watch the 9:00 contemporary  & 11:00 
traditional worship service LIVE at 
www.cumcrogers.com/livestream.

March 5
  

Sermon Series: Jesus Through the 
Eyes of John

Sermon Title: “Why Jesus? Why 
Now?”

Sermon Scripture: John 20:30-31
Theme: This morning we begin our 
Lenten journey with Jesus through 

the Gospel of John. May this season 
be one of discovery for us as we 
turn our hearts toward God and 
search for how to be made right 

through Christ.

From Our Organist, Marilyn Lee:
Our postlude today is a melange 
of two archaic hymntunes, “Rock-
ingham Old” and “Die Helle Sonn 
Leucht,” dating back to the 16th 

century.  John Behnke is the pres-
ent-day arranger; he has put the 
melody in the pedals, while the 

hands play a variety of empty fifth 
chords that give no clue as to major 

or minor tonality.  The effect is a 
curious combination of ancient and 

modern sounds.

FIND US ON THE WEB!

Carness’s Corner:

 As I write these words I am preparing for our Ash Wednesday service. I have always thought of this 

worship experience as one of the more sacred moments that we share together, as the other pastors and 

I impose ashes on the foreheads of those who come to the altar. It’s such an intimate and powerful ex-

perience as we make the sign of the cross and offer words of forgiveness. The ashes are a symbol of that 

forgiveness, as well as a reminder of our mortality. Though our bodies will one day return to dust, our souls 

will know eternal life thanks to Jesus’ selfless and sacrificial journey to the cross.  It is my honor to walk with 

you on that journey, and I can’t wait to discover where God will take us. May you spend this season reflecting 

on your sinfulness, receiving God’s forgiveness, and renewing your call to live as disciples of Jesus Christ.

March 12
Sermon Series: Jesus Through the 

Eyes of John
Sermon Title: “Beginning at the 

Beginning”
Sermon Scripture: John 1:1-18
Theme: The Gospel of John is 

unlike any of the others, in that it 
doesn’t begin and end with Jesus; 

it begins and ends in a garden. 
Understanding the significance of 
this and how it applies to our lives 

will be the focus of our worship this 
morning.

From Our Organist, Marilyn Lee:
“Into the woods my Master went, 

clean forspent, forspent...Out of the 
woods my Master came, content 
with death and shame...”  These 
words, written in the 19th century 
by Sidney Lanier, were the inspira-
tion for today’s offertory.  The tune, 

“Lanier,” is by Peter Lutkin; the 
arrangement for organ is by 

Dorothy Wells.

       WORSHIP FULLY        SHARE PASSIONATELY    GROW DEEPLY

      LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY       GIVE FREELY



CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE:
This past Saturday Central’s Church Council met for their annual 
planning retreat. This group of leaders worked primarily on the 
2020 Vision Plan for the church, seeking God’s will for a new 
three-year plan to fulfill our mission and vision. Proverbs 16:1 
says, “We can make our own plans, but the Lord gives the right 
answer.” Please continue to be in prayer for this process as we 
seek God’s will and God’s way on our journey to a 2020 Vision.

OPERATION SHOE BOX UPDATE:  
From CUMC to Mexico was the journey of our shoe boxes.  This 
year 870,589 boxes reached children in Mexico.  Thank you for 
filling a shoe box.      --Lois Yount and Lori Robertson

LIFE GROUPS:
“We are a society living in isolation, seldom enjoying the ben-
efits of meaningful relationships.  We live and work around a 
lot of people, but most of us have chosen to do life alone.  This 
is certainly not what God has in mind.  We were created by a 
relational God with relational needs for significant connection.” 
– Andy Stanley
Join us Sunday, March 5th at 12:00 in the atrium for lunch, 
fellowship  more information about Life Groups at Central.  To 
find out more or to RSVP, contact Karen Anderson kanderson@
cumcrogers.com or 636-1630.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION:  
The Family of Jack and Elizabeth Carmichael would like to in-
vite you to a reception honoring their 60th wedding anniversary 
on March 11th, 2-4, in the atrium.

JOHN WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR:  SEPTEMBER 1 – 12
(Epworth, Stratford upon Avon, Birmingham, Cotswolds, Ox-
ford, Bristol, Bath, London)  Join us as we follow the footsteps 
of John Wesley and discover how Methodism began. You will 
come away from this tour with a greater understanding of who 
we are as Methodists and who God is calling you to be as disci-
ples.The cost is $ 3,950 per person based on double occupancy 
and includes all air and ground travel, tips, accommodations 
and entrance fees.  Led by Rev Carness Vaughan.  For more 
information, email Tami Stewart at Tami@cumcrogers.com.

FEASTING ON THE WORD - Just in time for Lent!  Feast-
ing on the Word is a devotional study that follows the Revised 
Common Lectionary.  the RCL is a collection of readings from 
Scripture that follows the seasons of the church year. It includes 
a reading from the Old Testament, a Psalm response to that 
reading, a Gospel, and an Epistle. It is presented in a three-
year cycle, with each year centered around one of the Synoptic 
Gospels.  Year A is the year of Matthew, Year B is the year of 
Mark, and Year C is the year of Luke.  John is read each year, 
especially during Advent, Lent, and Easter.  Daily work consists 
of approximately 15 minuts of scripture reading and devlotional 
time.  Each day you will be encouraged to “lean in” and con-
sider your Christian response.  Women and men of all ages and 
stages are invited to join Jayne Kuhn as she facilitates this noon 
hour with God. Feel free to bring your lunch with you! Fridays 
beginning March 3rd @ 12:00 pm in room 204. Childcare will 
not be available. Devotional guides are $18 for the entire year. 
Contact kanderson@cumcrogers.com; 636-1630 for more info.

A MILLION THANKS
What a wonderful surprise the celebration was for my new 
venture of semi-retirement.  Thank you to all who pulled 
off the biggest surprise of my life.  You did really well with 
confidentiality.  My heart has been filled being in ministry at 
Central for the past 24 years, and I truly thank all of you for 
your support through all of that time.  Working and being in 
ministry with 3 senior pastors, 4 associates, and numerous 
staff members has been a true blessing, an education, and 
has developed lifetime friendships.  I am not gone!  I still 
get to do what I love the most, and that is being with the 
members of Central through Congregational Care, celebrat-
ing with you your joys, and loving you through the difficult 
times of life.  Your cards and notes of love filled my “box” 
and are so very special to me.  I will cherish them.
I’ll see you next Sunday!
        --Only by His Grace, Karen Brown

“I want to thank everyone for the cards, telephone calls, 
prayers and visits during my illness.  It was all very much 
appreciated.              --God Bless, Lavona Grimes”

PARENTS LEFT BEHIND 2017 SEMINAR
Date: April 8th from 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Theme: Love. . .Remember. . .Hope. . .
Sponsor: Parents Left Behind founded by Dr. Susan Aver-
itt, pediatrician, bereaved mother, and former member of 
Central.

The 3rd Annual Parents Left Behind Interactive Grief Semi-
nar will feature Keynote speaker Johathan Fann, a bereaved 
father, chaplain, and author of the book Grieve Like a Man.  
Info and registration at http://bit.ly/2lFbr0p.

WALK TO EMMAUS:
Do you...
• Have a desire to strengthen your spiritual life?
• Have unanswered questions about  faith?
• Understand that being a Christian involves responsibility?
• Wish to dedicate your everyday life to God in an   
 ongoing manner?

If so, you will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, 
worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in small 
groups at a Walk to Emmaus weekend. Discussions center 
around talks given by laity and clergy.  These talks present 
the theme of how God’s grace comes alive in the Christian 
community, is expressed in the world, and is real in your 
life.  You will have the opportunity to understand more fully 
the body of Christ through the daily celebration of Holy 
Communion.  You will experience God’s grace through 
the prayers and acts of anonymous service offered by the 
Emmaus community. You will leave with an experience of 
Christian love in action that will equip you for new levels of 
grace-filled service and leadership.

Men’s Walk – April 20-23  |  Women’s Walk – April 27-30
Both camps in Siloam Springs. Contact Karen Anderson or 
Brian Youngs at kanderson@cumcrogers.com or byoungs@
cumcrogers.com, or call 636-1630 for more information.

Date April 8
Time 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Theme Love. . .Remember. . 
.Hope. . .
Speaker Jonathan Fann: 
chaplain, bereaved father, 
and author of the book 
Grieve Like a Man
Sponsor Parents Left Be-
hind founded by Dr. Susan 
Averitt, pediatrician, be-
reaved mother, and former 
member of Central
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KIDS’
corner

YOUTH
matters

• SPRING GRAVITY CALENDARS ARE OUT!  Stop by Gravity’s Info Wall (2nd floor, inside Youth Space) or the church 

office to pick your calendar up!  Lots of awesome things happening through the rest of the school year!

• COSTA RICA TRIP COMMISSIONING & LUNCH FUNDRAISER!  Join us Sunday March 12 as our team of 23 stu-

dents and leaders are commissioned for their mission trip to Costa Rica, March 18-25.  Beginning at 10am, we will be 

serving taco salad and “walking tacos” (taco-in-a-bag) in the Atrium.  Free will donation.  All proceeds will go towards 

our construction materials in Costa Rica.  Also, check out the Silent Auction items!

• BUNNY BOUNCE!  A event created by a few of our seniors to collect filled Easter eggs for Central’s Easter Egg 

Hunt.  Bring your filled eggs, get a t-shirt and have fun bouncing at High Rise!  Cost is $30, and check out the church 

website to register. 

• GUYS, MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Guys Night is coming up on Saturday, May 13!  Sweat, guts, competition and 
of course, food! 

THE EASTER EGG HUNT AND CELEBRATION will be 2:00 Saturday, April 15th.  This has become a 
HUGE outreach event for Central!  We will definitely need your help! Watch for more details!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be June 19-23. Registration will go live for participants and crew lead-
ers Monday, March 27th.  Angel Kendall and Hannah Carter will be contacting volunteers soon!

WOMEN’S GALA & SILENT AUCTION:

The 20th annual Women’s Gala and Silent Auction hosted by Cen-
tral Women will be held this year on Friday, May 5th.  We have a fun 
evening planned for you this year with a delicious meal served by the 
men of Central.  Our own Marilyn Lee will entertain us with beautiful 
piano dinner music.  We will welcome Rev. Dawn Spragg as our guest 
speaker.

We are looking for hostesses for the tables and men to serve to com-
plete the evening.  Tickets will go on sale on Sunday, April 16th, in the 
Atrium and are available for $25.00 each.  Childcare is available for 
$5.00 per child or $10.00 per family.

We are always looking for items for our silent auction to help our 
youth with their summer mission trips.  We will once again feature 
the “Love Me Twice” Boutique, filled with vintage items for sale.  If 
you have any item(s) or know of any business that would donate to 
a worthy cause, please contact Janet Tate at 479.899.8703 or Judy 
McMurtrey at 479.464.9622.  Items may also be brought to the church 
office.  Invite a friend or relative and join us for an  extraordinarily fun-
filled evening! 

 

CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES
Sympathies to Lynn and Jim Snyder and family in the loss of Lynn’s father, Jay Estle, who passed on February 7th.

Sympathies to the family and friends of Andrew Flower, who passed on February 13th.


