
CIRCUIT RIDER
April 12, 2017 / Volume 48 / Issue 7

Central United Methodist Church
2535 W. New Hope Rd.               Office Information
Rogers, AR 72758                        Phone: 479-636-1630 | Fax: 479-636-3306
www.cumcrogers.com              Mon.-Thurs. 8:00am to 5:00pm , Fri. 8:00am to 12:00pm

The church will observe Maundy Thursday (from 
the English – “mandate”) where Jesus left the 
disciples these words (a mandate): “A new com-
mandment I give unto you: That you love one 
another, as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.”  The service on Thursday, April 13, 
6:00 p.m., will be held in the Chapel and will be in 
the style of a meditative Taize’ Prayer service. The 
Taizé Community is an ecumenical Christian order 
in Taize, France.

Easter Egg Hunt: The annual Easter Egg Hunt 
and Celebration will be at 2:00 THIS SATURDAY!  
We are still in need of volunteers (youth age and 
above).  Please sign up here: http://bit.ly/2niG-
1Mt. Thanks for making this a wonderful, Jesus 
sharing event!

Easter Sunday Worship: Easter is Sunday April 
16th, we’ll celebrate the risen Christ at all three 
services (the 11:00 service will feature the Cancel 
Choir’s cantata, “Behold the Lamb!”). Invite a 
friend to one or more of these events and join us!

Holy Week Schedule

REMINDER - Community Holy Weeks Services are being held throughout this week from noon to 1:00 PM.  at Oakley Chapel 
United Methodist Church (203 Promenade Blvd).  Daily Services provided by Rogers churches, including devotional, congrega-

tional and special music, prayer, and light lunch.



SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES
8:30 AM - Traditional

Worship in the Chapel

9:00 AM - Contemporary
Worship in the Sanctuary

10:00 AM - Sunday School

11:00 AM - Traditional
Worship in the Sanctuary

LISTEN & WATCH!
Can’t avoid being out one Sunday?  

You can stilll be a part of 
Central sermons!

Listen to the 11:00 AM Traditional 
worship service LIVE on KURM 790 AM 

Radio or online at
 www.kurm.net.

Watch the 9:00 contemporary  & 11:00 
traditional worship service LIVE at 
www.cumcrogers.com/livestream.

April 16
  

Sermon Series: Jesus Through the 
Eyes of John

Sermon Title: “Back to the 
Beginning”

Sermon Scripture: John 20:1-18
Theme: He has risen! He has risen 
indeed! Today in worship we dis-
cover what the risen Christ means 
for us as we come full circle on our 
Lenten journey, back to where it all 
began. May we know Jesus, fully 
alive in our hearts, as we lift our 

voices in praise.

From Our Organist, Marilyn Lee:
The organ prelude begins Easter 
Sunday with pre-dawn quietness.  

Next is the discovery of the empty 
tomb and the sound of running feet 

to tell everyone.  Finally, we hear 
the majestic conclusion and loud 
rejoicing as only pipe organs can 
deliver.  A blessed Easter to all.

Carness’s Corner:

By now I am sure you have all heard the news that I am leaving this summer for a new appointment. The 
Bishop has appointed me to serve as the Senior Pastor at St. James UMC in Little Rock. We certainly have 
mixed emotions about the move, but the day you become a United Methodist pastor you know that you 
will be moved from time to time as the Cabinet, under the guidance and leadership of God’s Holy Spirit, 
see fit. Just as I trust that God knew what he was doing nine years ago when he appointed me here, I trust 
the same for this new appointment. I am so excited about the future of Central and your new pastor. You 
can read more about him on the next page, but let me just say you will be tremendously blessed by Jim’s 
leadership, his heart for God, and his passion for taking a church to the next level, something I know will 
happen in the coming years. God is doing something amazing in this place, and Jim is the perfect person 
to lead you in this time of renewal and revival. Ashley and I have known Jim and Beth for almost 25 years, 
and I consider Jim one of my closest friends in ministry. When the District Superintendent called me to tell 
me they were appointing Jim here, I lifted a prayer of thanksgiving and let out a sigh of relief, as I know 
you are in the most capable of hands with Jim as your Senior Pastor. You’ll be hearing more in the coming 
weeks on the details of the transition, but for now please be lifting Jim and his family up in your prayers as 
they prepare to move to Rogers. As for me, this is not goodbye just yet – we still have a couple of months 
left here and I want to be faithful in leading you closer to Christ in that time, so see you Sunday as we cel-
ebrate the risen Lord on Easter!

April 23
Every day of our lives we have 

decisions to make: Will we walk 
this road or that one? Will we go 

one way or another? Choosing the 
right path requires us to understand 
the qualities that should shape our 
character. Join us on April 23rd as 

we journey down “The Road to 
Character,” focusing on six different 

character traits seen in people in 
the Bible and throughout history 

that will guide us and form us into 
the people God has called us to be.

From Our Organist, Marilyn Lee:
The Sunday after Easter celebra-
tions should maintain and sustain 
the miracle of the season, and our 
organs will strive for this with three 
wonderful compositions: “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name” (arr. 
Bish), “Thou Art the Son of the 

Everlasting Father” (Gigault), and 
“The Strife Is Over” (arr. Young).

       WORSHIP FULLY        SHARE PASSIONATELY    GROW DEEPLY

      LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY       GIVE FREELY

FIND US ON THE WEB!



SPR ANNOUNCES NEXT SENIOR 
PASTOR FOR CENTRAL: Two weeks ago it 
was announced that Carness will be moving 
at the end of June. He has been appointed 
by Bishop Gary Mueller to serve as the Senior 
Pastor of St. James United Methodist Church 
in Little Rock. This past week the SPR Commit-
tee met with the District Superintendent and 

learned that our new Senior Pastor will be Rev. Jim Lenderman. 
Jim comes to us from Asbury United Methodist in Tulsa where 
he has been serving as the Senior Associate Pastor on their 
Executive Leadership Team. Asbury is the largest UM Church 
in Oklahoma, with almost 8,000 members and 2,600 in weekly 
worship attendance. Jim is a native of Arkansas, however, and 
a member of the Arkansas Annual Conference. He has served 
numerous appointments here, including most recently as the 
Senior Pastor of Grace United Methodist in Conway, Arkansas, 
a multi-staff church that was averaging over 500 in worship 
when he left. Jim and his family are thrilled about coming to 
Central. His family includes his wife Beth, and their two sons 
Hayden (23) and Jordan (19). Please be in prayer for Jim and 
his family during this time of transition. You are encouraged to 
reach out to Jim with a word of welcome to Central by either 
email (jlenderman@asburytulsa.org) or facebook  (https://www.
facebook.com/jim.lenderman.3).

WOMEN’S GALA & FUNDRAISER - The 19th annual 
Women’s Gala and Silent Auction hosted by Central Women 
will be held this year on Friday, May 5th.  We have a fun eve-
ning planned for you this year with a delicious meal served 
by the men of Central.  Our own Marilyn Lee will entertain us 
with beautiful piano dinner music.  We will welcome Rev. Dawn 
Spragg as our guest speaker.

We are looking for hostesses for the tables and men to serve to 
complete the evening.  Tickets will go on sale on Sunday, April 
16th, in the Atrium and are available for $25.00 each.  Childcare 
is available for $5.00 per child or $10.00 per family.

We are always looking for items for our silent auction to help 
our youth with their summer mission trips.  We will once again 
feature the “Love Me Twice” Boutique, filled with vintage items 
for sale.  If you have any item(s) or know of any business that 
would donate to a worthy cause, please contact Janet Tate at 
479.899.8703 or Natalie Casey at 479.640.3730.  Items may also 
be brought to the church office.  Invite a friend or relative and 
join us for an extraordinarily fun-filled evening! 

CUMC BICYCLING - All adults, youth, and families interested 
in bicycling are asked to sign up.  Our goals are:

1. Learn more about bicycles.
2. Have fun riding with persons of similar skill levels.   
 Rides will begin with a short devotion.
3. Have group participation in Square 2 Square on May 13th  
 and other NWA rides (for those interested).

For more info, contact Jeremy Upton at 479-530-2309 or 
uptonjer@gmail.com.

COLLEGE CONNECTION MINISTRY TEAM NEEDS 
YOUR HELP.  We are in need of donated items to fill the 
Spring care packages  sent to our college students before 
final exams.  We can use candy, snacks, treats, chips, crack-
ers, small gifts, games, etc.  Donations can be dropped off 
in the office anytime.  Thanks in advance for your support.

REELFOOT RURAL MINISTRY TRIP - All adults are 
invited to join Les and Jane Oliver for CUMC’s annual fall 
mission trip.  Again this year, the team will work through 
Reelfoot Rural Ministry in NW Tennessee near Dyersburg.  
The team will do repair work on homes Monday through 
Friday returning to Arkansas on Saturday, October 7.  Our 
lodging will be at Bluebank Resort on beautiful Reelfoot 
Lake.  The cost is $750 per person and includes transpor-
tation, lodging, most meals, and construction supplies.  To 
save your spot, please make a deposit of $100 per person.  
Make checks to CUMC TN MISSION TRIP.  For further in-
formation call Les Oliver at 685-1155 or email:  lesandjane@
cox.net. 

IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER HABITAT HOUSE BUILD
Wanted:  workers for finish work on a new house build in 
Centerton.  The new home is for a single mother with 3 
children.  Central needs 8-10 workers Monday, May 22 thru 
Friday, May 26…painting + last minute details.
PLEASE choose a day at your convenience and help us 
finish a wonderful new home for a NWA family in need.  
SIGN UP:   Please send your name, email address, and best 
contact phone number to:  lesandjane@cox.net or text 479-
685-1155 to Les Oliver.
 
Perhaps you’d like to furnish a lunch for 20 workers during 
that same time schedule above.  Please contact me if your 
Sunday School class or church group would like to furnish a 
meal.
 
ALSO…Central’s fee for this house build is $1700…which 
is actually half the price most churches pay.  We are doing 
“Bucks for Blocks” @ $10 per block.  You can buy 1 block for 
$10 or a hundred blocks for a $1000…or anything in be-
tween.  See the kiosk in the Atrium and donate generously 
for Central’s part of the Habitat House Build.  Your donation 
would be greatly appreciated.

DO YOU LOVE PLANTS?  Central is looking for a new 
caretaker of the indoor plants that grace the halls of the 
church. This incredible volunteer opportunity of service 
takes approximately 1 hour a week.  For additional info 
contact Lois Yount @ 479-877-9009.

Date April 8
Time 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Theme Love. . .Remember. . 
.Hope. . .
Speaker Jonathan Fann: 
chaplain, bereaved father, 
and author of the book 
Grieve Like a Man
Sponsor Parents Left Be-
hind founded by Dr. Susan 
Averitt, pediatrician, be-
reaved mother, and former 
member of Central
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the
KIDS’
corner

YOUTH
matters

• Mystery Trip has less than 10 spots left!  It is open to current 8th grade through  
 graduating 12th grade, June 3-8.  Find out more details and register at    
 www.cumcrogers.com/mystery-trip. 
• GUYS, MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Guys Night is coming up on Saturday, May 13!   
 Sweat, guts, competition and of course, food! 
• VBS registration is open!  It is June 19-23, and all students entering 6-12th grade  
 can sign up to be Crew Leaders.  Once again, we will provide lunch each day for  
 our Crew Leaders.  Sign up to be a Crew Leader (same link as VBS).    
• Senior Sunday is quickly approaching, where we celebrate the many accomplish 
 ments of our graduating seniors and wish them luck as they begin their next step  
 in life (college, military, gap year).  Senior letters have been sent out, and if you  
 are a graduating senior and did not receive one, please contact Lucy ASAP   
 (lswanson@cumcrogers.com).  Also, Carol A. Mounts Scholarship applications are  
 due April 20!   

Future Dates:
• June 3-8                 High School Mystery Trip 
• June 11-15/17        OMP Week #1 
• June 19-23             Vacation Bible School *Crew Leader Registration will  
     open up after Spring Break! 
• June 25-29/July 1       OMP Week #2
• July 9-15               Central hosts OMP
• Sept. 8-10               Fall Retreat (tentative) 
• Dec. 15-17           Winter Retreat **please mark on your calendar**

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is June 19-23  It’s almost time to 
register!  Registration will be open beginning March 27th. Regis-
tration will close June 5th or when all spots are full.  For the last 
few years, we have filled up quickly!  DO NOT DELAY!  http://bit.
ly/2nePmWf.


