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Welcome New Members!

From left to right, top to bottom:
Larry and Leanna Felix

Jae, Devin and Vivian Sneed
Becky Crouch

Roy and Tanra Dauzat
Sandra Richmond

Laura Batey
Mark and Jean Mallett



Jim’s Journal:

 I hope you’ve joined us for the 2018 Bible Challenge. It’s an ongoing effort to focus on reading the gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John) throughout this year so we will become very familiar with the life and words of Jesus. There is a weekly chal-
lenge where we read one gospel a week each month. And there is a monthly challenge where others read one gospel a month. 
Each time you complete the four gospels you repeat again for the next round. Several people have told me they are learning 
new things about Jesus they had never known before. If you haven’t joined the challenge yet you can jump in any time. You’ll 
find where we are in our reading in the weekly worship bulletin.

 Chillers installed – After 20 years of service our commercial air conditioners were barely hanging on and required frequent 
repairs. So earlier this month new, more efficient chillers were installed that will give us many years of service, lower energy bills, 
and greatly reduced maintenance costs. Your faithful giving to God through Central enabled us to make this necessary replace-
ment. Thank you for making them possible and enjoy the cool air this summer.

 Director of Communication and Media sought – We are in the process of combining two part-time staff positions into one 
and are currently seeking applications for a qualified candidate to oversee our print and online communication efforts. The paid 
position will be 20 hours/week with some flexibility built into the schedule. If you or someone you know might be interested, 
please contact Tami Stewart in the church office.  

NEW SERMON SERIES CONTINUES – “Reacquainted” is a look at some of the more familiar Bible stories – but from a slightly 
different angle so our familiarity with those scriptures won’t hinder us from engaging God in fresh ways. In May we’ll look at 
David and Goliath, Moses and the burning bush, Pentecost, and Jonah.

WOMEN’S GALA & SILENT AUCTION - The 21st annual Women’s Gala and Silent Auction hosted by Central Women will be 
held this year on Friday, May 4th. We have a fun evening planned for you this year with a delicious meal served by the men of 
Central. Our own Marilyn Lee will entertain us with beautiful piano dinner music. We will welcome Ali Miller, Programs Director 
of Camp Aldersgate, as our guest speaker.  Tickets will go on sale on Sunday, April 29th, in the Atrium and are available for 
$25.00 each. Childcare is available for $5.00 per child or $10.00 per family.  We are always looking for items for our silent auction 
to help our mission projects. We will once again feature the “Love Me Twice” Boutique, filled with vintage items for sale. If you 
have any item(s) or know of any business that would donate to a worthy cause, please contact Kathy Bennett at 479.203.7386 
or Janet Tate at (479) 899-8703. Items may also be brought to the church office. Invite a friend and join us for an extraordinarily 
fun-filled evening!

SENIOR ADULT POTLUCK AND GAME DAY - Every 2nd Friday at 11:30 in 
the Atrium, many of our adults gather to make new friends, fellowship and 
enjoy their favorite potluck dishes. After lunch they enjoy games of all kinds: 
Yahtzee, Texas Dominoes and more! We always appreciate an RSVP, but feel 
free to pop on in if you forget!  Becky Crouch 479-883-8763 or 
rebeccahcrouch@gmail.com.

A “LEADING PUBLIC PRAYER” LAY SERVANT CLASS was held at Central 
Saturday, April 21. George Rhoads led this 8 hours class for 16 Lay Servants 
from our congregation and from all over the Northwest District. Lay Ser-
vant classes help to equip laity to serve more effectively inside and outside 
the walls of their home church. Many people assume that only those folks 
wishing to fill the pulpit occasionally can benefit from Lay Servant classes, 

but the United Methodist Church believes that the ministry of the laity flows from a commitment to Christ’s outreaching love. 
Lay members of The United Methodist Church should be active advocates of the gospel of Jesus Christ carrying out the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).The witness of the laity, their Christ-like examples of everyday living as well as the sharing of 
their own faith experiences of the gospel, is the primary evangelistic ministry through which all people will come to know Christ. 
Other classes include topics like transforming evangelism, congregational care, United Methodist heritage, discovering your 
spiritual gifts, understanding communion and baptism and MORE!



WED. NIGHT LIFE GROUPS for 6-8th grade are over for the 
semester!  Look out for Life group meetups this summer. 

MYSTERY TRIP REGISTRATION IS LIVE!!!!!! It is June 2-7, 
and for current 8-12th graders.  Cost is $250 (please let Lucy 
know if cost is an issue), and only 20 spots are available.  
Check the church website for more details and to register! 
 
GRADUATING SENIOR  SUNDAY DEADLINE –   April 
29 will be the last day you can register for Senior Sunday.  
Senior families, please email lswanson@cumcrogers.com to 
register for the various activities celebrating our seniors
 
THIS WEDS is our first Tool Training– If your student is 
going to OMP, they must attend 1 tool training.  The tool 
trainings are held on the following Wednesday from 5:30-
7pm in the Barn: April 25, May 2, and May 9.  Sign up for a 
specific date at https://bit.ly/2HnTMIM; only 15 students per 
training.  We’ve got some awesome stuff we will be creating 
during tool training. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY is Youth & Family Greeters – One of the 
ways Gravity gives back to our church is that when there is a 
5th Sunday (a couple times a year), we help cover greeters 
for that morning.  They are shifts of around 30 minutes and 
you are the smiling and welcoming face to our church. You 
stand near a door and welcome people as they arrive to 
church.  How awesome for teenagers and families contain-
ing teenagers to see teens and their families greeting at the 
door.   I encourage you as a family or individually to sign 
up for a 30 minute slot for April 29.  Sign up at https://bit.
ly/2F8XHmV.  Let’s fill those slots quickly! 
 
NEW SERIES IN SUNDAY SCHOOL: “Modern Families.”  
This past Sunday, we talked about how to handle conflict in 
families; specifically how we can respond differently when 
we have conflict in our families – whether they are a small 
decision like eating at a specific place to bigger conflicts 
like divorce.  Hope to see your student at 9:15 THIS Sunday! 

JUNE 18-22:  Sign your student(s) up to be a VBS Crew 
Leader!  This is a fun way to get 25 hours of community 
service! Register at https://bit.ly/2pH0WvW.  
 
SAVE THE DATE!  We will have a 2019 Costa Rica Youth 
Mission Trip Meeting on Wednesday, May 16 at 6pm in 
the Youth Room.  This is an informational meeting for our 
Spring Break trip to Costa Rica in 2019; open to current 
8-11th graders. It will have basic info, estimate of costs, etc. 
 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SUMMER: Lots of exciting things 
happening this summer in Sunday School.  However, as we 
look forward to fall, we would love to get the input from 
our current students!  We are going to dedicate the Sunday 
School hour on Sunday, May 6 to that!  We will be separat-
ing the 6-8th grade and the 9-12th grade, and discussing 
what they would like from Gravity, as well as sharing some 
of our own dreams and goals for fall.  More details to come 
next week, but please plan to have your students there!

GOSPEL OF LUKE STUDY - To assist you with the task 
of reading through the Gospels, a six-week class on the 
Gospel of Luke will be offered during Sunday School (9:15-
10:10) from April 15 to May 20 in Rm 223.  The only require-
ments are that you read the assigned scripture before class, 
and that you bring your Bible to class.  It is OK if you are 
going to be out of town a weekend or two...You do not 
have to attend all sessions to participate!

VBS REGISTRATION FOR “SHIPWRECKED:  RESCUED BY 
JESUS,” is open, but with limited availability.  Preschool/Kin-
dergarten spots are full (with a waitlist available), and fewer 
than 10 spots remain for Elementary.  Join us on an adven-
ture to an uncharted island where kids are anchored in the 
truth that Jesus carries them through life’s storms.  Children 
ages 3 years (by 8/1/17) through completed 4th grade are 
welcome to attend, and big kids who have completed 5th 
grade-12th grade will be welcomed back as Crew Leaders!  
Register at https://bit.ly/2pH0WvW.

EASTER EGG RECAP:  THANK 
YOU to our amazing church family 
and volunteers for really stepping 
up the egg game this year!  It’s 
hard to know exactly how many 
families and children we served at 
our annual community Easter Egg 

hunt, but it’s safe to say that number was in the hundreds.  
We do know for sure that over 5,000 eggs were distributed 
on the field—and they were all gone in less than 5 minutes!  
Thank you to the legion of volunteers who helped make 
the event happen—from folks who donated eggs, to prep 
work the week of, to set up the day of, and execution of the 
stations and event.  It was an amazing day and a testament 
to our lovely church. 
 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT RECAP:  
Wow!!  11 families and sev-
eral really awesome volun-
teers came together on what 
could’ve been an unlucky 
day (certainly felt unlucky in 
weather!) on Friday, April 13 for 

yummy dinner, fellowship together, and lots 
of fun playing Minute to Win It games!  We 
all had a blast and will be planning another 
one soon—possibly around June 1 for an end 
of school bash!  This one will likely be pot-
luck with a slip and slide and lots of fun.  Stay 
tuned to the CUMC Rogers Kids facebook 
page for more info!

GRAVITY HAD GRACE SOUP 
KITCHEN on Sunday and 
rocked it!  A delicious meal, 
and awesome group of stu-
dents and parents!  
Thank you!

the KIDS’ corner

YOUTH matters
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES
8:15 AM - Traditional

Worship in the Chapel

9:15 AM - Sunday School

10:15 AM - Traditional 
Worship in the Chapel

10:30 AM - Contemporary
Worship in the Sanctuary

LISTEN & WATCH!
Can’t avoid being out one Sunday?  

You can stilll be a part of 
Central sermons!

Listen to the Traditional worship 
service at 11:00 AM on KURM 790 AM 

Radio or online at www.kurm.net.

Watch the 8:15 traditional  & 10:30 
contemporary worship service LIVE at 

www.cumcrogers.com/livestream.

FIND US ON THE WEB!

       WORSHIP FULLY          GROW DEEPLY            GIVE FREELY

      LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY       SHARE PASSIONATELY

Church Family Updates
• Congratulations to the Blackwoods in the marriage of Melissa (Blackwood) and Jimi Busch on Saturday, April 21st.
• Congratulations to Hailey Ray and Greg Rogers, who were married on Saturday, April 14.
• Sympathies to the Carmichael family in the loss of Jack’s sister-in-law, Bobby Jo Carmichael.
• Congratulations to the Swanson family in the recent adoption of Gianna (Gigi) and Gavyn. The proud family includes  
 Lucy, Travis, Raeghan, Hayden, Paisley and Brecken Swanson.

April 29
Sermon: “Samson - The Cost of 

Self-Pride”
Sermon Scripture: Prov. 16:18

Theme:  Samson is a great exam-
ple of the cost of self-pride. When 
we believe we can do it all on our 
own strength and we don’t need 

God then we set ourselves up 
for a fall. Our pride is often much 
more subtle than Samson’s but 

just as costly.

From Our Organist, 
Marilyn Lee:

From the 1860 edition of “The Sa-
cred Harp,” James Boeringer has 
created remarkable and exciting 
organ settings of Early American 

hymns.  Originally written with 
shaped notes, the music of our 
forebears remains vibrant and 
uplifting.  Our postlude today 
is “Lenox,” number four in this 
series of eight arrangements.

May 6
Sermon: “David & Goliath - The 
Benefit of Godly Confidence”     

Sermon Scripture:  1 Samuel 17
Theme: David is contrasted with 

Samson. Samson’s self-pride led to 
his destruction. David’s godly con-
fidence rested in God’s past action 
in his life and in the end brought 

glory and honor to God.

From Our Organist, 
Marilyn Lee:

Douglas Wagner, a present-day 
composer and arranger, has taken 
for his inspiration several Psalms, 
one of which we shall hear today 

as our postlude.  Psalm 81:3 reads, 
“Blow up the trumpet to the new 

moon.”  Indeed, that is exactly 
what our organ will be doing!

APRIL MISSION EMPHASIS: 
Micah 6:8 Initiative

A local, faith-based group unified 
to restore hope and provide op-

portunities for people to become 
all God intended them to be.

2018 GOSPEL CHALLENGE
Weekly challeges each month

1st week - Matthew  |  2nd week - Mark
3rd week - Luke  |  4th week - John

Monthly Challenge for April:  Mark


