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It’s OFFICIALLY Fall!  The weather is finally cooling down, leaves are starting to change, and somewhere there is a football 
game on TV. During this time of the year life can get a little busy for everyone, so why not incorprate a fun game to go along 
with it?  The Central Staff came together to create this “Fun in the Fall” Bingo Card for everyone to play which includes some 
staff fall favorites along with some Church activities.  Whether you’re an individual or a family, try to see how many of these 
tiles you can mark off during the month of October.  Everytime you BINGO, send an email to apenny@cumcrogers.com with 

your winning bingo line and you will be entered to win a prize! The Winner will be drawn November 1st. 

C E N T R A L 



“We are, by nature, receivers. Even if we have a desire to learn God’s Word, we still listen from a default self-cen-
tered mind-set that is always asking, “What can I get out of this?” But what if we changed the question whenever 
we gathered to learn God’s Word? What if we began to think, “How can I listen to God’s Word so that I am equip-
ped to teach this Word to others?” That changes everything. When we realize we have the responsibility to teach 
the Word, it changes everything about how we hear the Word. It also changes who hears the Word. Now the Word 
of God that is being preached in a worship gathering or taught in a small group setting is subsequently being 
translated into contexts and spheres of influence represented all across a church. God’s Word is no longer just 
being heard in a building; it is being multiplied throughout a community. It is multiplying because the people of 
God are no longer listening as if God’s Word is intended to stop with them. They are now living as if God’s Word is 
intended to spread through them.” (David Platt – Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream)

Imagine what would happen if even a couple hundred of the ±575 people who come together at Central for 
worship on a typical Sunday engaged in translating what they learn from the Word of God on Sundays into their 
work contexts and other spheres of influence. The result would be the good news of Jesus Christ would multiply 
greatly as it disseminates to workplaces, homes, neighborhoods, and schools throughout Northwest Arkansas 
and beyond. People who might never come to church at Central would benefit as you interpret what you’re le-
arning into the lives of people you do life with. The truth of God’s Word would begin to spread through you rather 
than stopping with you. 

Imagine who God might be able to touch through your life simply because you modify a receiving mindset and 
allow God to transform it into a multiplying mindset. Does anyone come to mind? Then begin praying specifically 
for that person, asking God to give you opportunities to multiply what you’re learning at Central as you interpret 
those truths into the lives of those around you. And share with us some of those stories so you can encourage 
others to do the same.

Need a prayer? No need is too big or too small for God. If you need help in this area of your life, our pastors 
and Congregational Care Team is available to pray for you. You may share a joy, a concern or sorrow by 

filling out a prayer card  available in the Sanctuary, Chapel, and  Welcome Desk. Your request are lifed up by 
our Pastors and Prayer Team each week. 

Are you a prayer warrior? Sign up to receive the prayer concerns for Central by email weekly by one of our 
Congregational Care Members. To sign up call the church office and let them know you would like to be a 

part of the weekly prayer group. 

PRAYER

FROM RECEIVING TO MULTIPLYING MINDSET

By Pastor Jim Lenderman

SEPTEMBER COVER ANSWER KEY
Top Row: Jachin Man, Lucy Swanson, Brian Carroll, Tami Stewart
Second Row: Hannah Carter, Jim Lenderman, Kris Mickna, Karen Brown
Third Row: Amanda Douthit, Amy Penny, Jennifer Singh, Les Oliver
Fourth Row: Matthew Johnson, Cathy Blackwood



Some time ago, someone I know made an interesting observation about someone we both knew. 
She said something along the lines of, “I think [our friend] wants a better life but is afraid of what that 
might look like so she doesn’t work toward it.” I thought about that one for a while and came to this conclusion: 
people will often choose the familiar routines, even if they have a negative impact on life, because they fear the 
unknown of breaking free. 

 Why it is so hard for people to experience the freedom that comes from Christ? Sin is familiar, even comfortable 
at times. What happens when people hear that Christ not only frees us from the penalty of sin but also the power? 
They have to take responsibility for their lives and choices and they cannot see what that might mean for their 
relationships or the direction of their lives so they choose to let sin reign over them. That might be one of the 
reasons the Israelites wanted to go back to Egypt once God used Moses to lead them into the wilderness. Slavery 
is predictable and we act like that is preferable to the unknown of freedom.

 It’s not just people, though. Churches do it, too. What if we take a risk in order to experience more of the fullness 
of God in our faith community? That could encompass a number of actions we could take. I’m not suggesting that 
one particular act will bring a fresh wave of God’s Spirit upon us, but I am suggesting that humanity’s impulse to 
avoid uncertainty can be a barrier to it. Let’s ask God to move us toward freedom and see what happens.

A LIFE OF GENEROSITY AFFECTS EVERY ASPECT OF OUR LIVES, INCLUDING OUR SPIRITUAL WELLBEING. AND 
GENEROSITY REFERS TO MORE THAN JUST OUR MONEY. IN THIS SERIES WE WILL LOOK AT HOW GIVING IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF OUR LIVES MAKES A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON WHO WE ARE AND ON THE QUALITY OF OUR LIFE 

AND FAITH AND THE LIVES OF THOSE AROUND US. 

October 6: What Happens When You Give
Sometimes we view giving of our time, talents and resources as a loss to us and what we want. But giving of our-
selves holistically actually has notable, postitive effects on our lives and faith. 

October 13: Freedom from Fear
What we depend on usually ends up ruling our hearts. Letting go of those dependencies is scary, but God is more 
faithful to us than we could imagine. 

October 20: Joy in Giving
When we give we join God in what He is doing around us and around the world. When that happens we experi-
ence deep joy. 

October 27: Demonstrating to the World that God is Real
The world looks for evidence that God is real. Holistic giving that changes the world around us not only helps us 
look more like Jesus, It demonstrates that Jesus is real. 

HOW GIVING AFFECTS OUR SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING

Sermon Series

MATTHEW’S  MYSTAGOGY

By Pastor Matthew Johnson



Hannah Carter
Director of Children’s Ministries

Lucy Swanson
Director of Youth Ministries

What are your favorite aspects of volunteering in children’s ministry at CUMC? 
MH: I love meeting all the kiddos and feeding off their energy - it’s contagious! It’s such a fun group to lead.

Why is it important to you that your family is involved in volunteering at church? 
MH: Volunteering at church is so important! Mark and I want to set a good example for Nora and Davis and show them the value in 
being actively involved. We aim to lead elementary Sunday school and help in Children’s Church once a month, but know there are so 
many other opportunities to explore. 

In what ways have you seen your faith grow because of volunteering with kids?
MH:  I’m always blown away during our “Joys and Concerns” portion of Sunday School where we ask the group to share prayer requests. 
The love and compassion these kiddos show is such a great reflection of God’s love. 

What encouragement would you give to someone thinking of stepping into a volunteer role with CUMC Kids? 
MH: Do it! Hannah provides all the support you need and the curriculum will set you up for success.

CHILDREN MINISTRY INTERVIEWS

Featuring Molly Himmelberg and Hudson Curtis 

September was a HUGE month for Gravity! On September 6-8, our youth joined with FUMC Fort Smith and FUMC 
Bentonville for our annual Fall Retreat at New Life Ranch.  Out of the 110 adult leaders and students there, 54 were 
from Central! It was powerful weekend where students grew closer to God through a new understanding of their 
past, powerful worship led by the Arkansas Tech Wesley Worship Band, hands on service to benefit homebound 
church members and those in nursing homes, and deep conversations in their cabin groups! (Central students col-
lected a total of 18 pairs of socks, 36 lotions, 112 chapsticks and 110 Kleenex/tissue packages! ) 

On September 15th we kicked off our  2019-20 year for Gravity Youth Ministries.  Students went to their Life Groups 
for the first time while parents had a Parent Gathering to hear of this year’s vision for Gravity Youth Ministries. 

Most importantly, we were able to THANK the amazing men who made our youth space renovation happen over 
the past year!  A HUGE thank you to Brian Carroll, Darren Hillis, Richard Misenheimer (not pictured), and Andy Weid-
man!  Through their gifts, talents and service, they have created an amazing space that will connect students and 
their families to Christ for years to come!  

What grade are you in?
HC: Kindergarten

What are you enjoying the most about school so far?
HC: Specials like computers because you play games

Who is your favorite character in the bible? Why?
HC: Jesus, Because he gives us all the things we need

What does it mean to you to live like Jesus?
HC: You have to be good and make kind decisions if you want special treats and things, and all that stuff

What’s one thing you can do this week to serve God?
HC: Help your parents and help people do things they don’t know how to do



At Central United Methodist Church, we believe that we have been called to connect peo-
ple to Christ. You have heard this before, over and over again. It’s our mission statement, 
and by keeping our mission out in front it reminds us to take the steps we need to take to 

make sure we’re fulfilling it. This mission is embedded in our connecting points which are the ways that we want 
to connect people to Christ. We want to begin the year 2020 with a fresh set of eyes for opportunities to grow 
deepy, especially in how we serve the church and the world. In order to do this, we want to get the entire mem-
bership on the same page. One of the first steps in accomplishing this is to get everyone to take the spiritual gifts 
inventory.

In October we are going to roll out an opportunity to take a spiritual gifts inventory. It’s the same one used in the 
Lay Servant Academy (you’ll also have the opportunity to take the class on Spiritual Gifts in November if you want 
to take a deeper dive on how Spiritual Gifts are used!) Many of you have taken one of these inventories before, 
but we think it is time to do it again so that a new crop of members as well as maybe some of our current mem-
bers who have been around a while but may not remember what their gifts are get the opportunity to pay atten-
tion to how God has gifted them. We believe in a priesthood of all believers. We believe that by working together 
to serve the church and the world, we become more comfortable with the gifts and skills God has given us. 

You can make a difference in the life and ministry of Central United Methodist Church by making sure that you fill 
out your survey by October 20th.

Missions and events are always happening outside the the walls of the church, and in this 
case, sometimes just down the road. For us, it’s an oppourtunity to not just reach Bonnie 
Grimes Elementary School but the surrounding neighborhood.  By volunteering we are letting this area know 
that we, Central, are all in this education process together. Whether they have children enrolled at the school or 
not, this event brings people together in community.  Teachers, Students, Parents, Church Volunteers, and our 
neighbors are able to come together for a great time of fellowship and fun. 

During a past Fall Festival there was a Bicycle Give- Away and the little girl who won was overjoyed. It wasn’t until 
the parents told the Principal that their daughter had been begging for a bike but they simply could not afford it. 
They were overwhelmed with thankfulness to the School and Central. This gift of “Loving Unconditionally” allows 
us to be the hands and feet of Jesus where many families may never see any community support for their chil-
dren in their daily life. 

So won’t you- Yes- YOU! Come on out Saturday, October 5th, at 10:00a and help with our Annual Bonnie Grimes 
elementary School Fall Festival. The Festival opens at 11:00a and it is sure to be a fun time. There are spots to run 
games, things to set up, things to tear down, food to eat, and smiles share. To volunteer or for more information 
email Les Oliver (lesandjane@cox.net) and Jami McFeeters (jamimhome@gmail.com).

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

By Pastor Matthew Johnson

BONNIE GRIMES ELEMENTARY FALL FESTIVAL

By Pastor Les Oliver

PO
ST

A
L 

ST
AT

EM
EN

T:
  T

H
E 

CI
RC

U
IT

 R
ID

ER
 (U

SP
S 

#0
19

87
5)

 IS
 P

U
BL

IS
H

ED
 A

S 
A

 B
I-W

EE
KL

Y 
N

EW
SL

ET
TE

R.
  T

H
IS

 C
IR

CU
IT

 R
ID

ER
 IS

 A
 P

U
BL

IC
AT

IO
N

 O
F 

CE
N

TR
A

L 
U

N
IT

ED
 M

ET
H

O
D

IS
T 

CH
U

RC
H

, 2
53

5 
W

. N
EW

 H
O

PE
 R

O
A

D
, R

O
G

ER
S,

 A
R 

 7
27

58
.  

PE
RI

O
D

IC
A

L 
PO

ST
AG

E 
PA

ID
 A

T 
RO

G
ER

S,
 A

R.
  

PO
ST

M
A

ST
ER

:  
SE

N
D

 A
D

D
RE

SS
 C

H
A

N
G

ES
 T

O
 C

EN
TR

A
L 

U
N

IT
ED

 M
ET

H
O

D
IS

T 
CH

U
RC

H
, 2

53
5 

W
. N

EW
 H

O
PE

 R
O

A
D

, R
O

G
ER

S,
 A

R 
72

75
8.



                
The response to our efforts to raise 
$2,100 to buy 350 Hindi language 

Bibles for church planters and new believers in India 
was overwhelming. You far surpassed our goal and col-
lected $6,200! That’s enough to buy 1033 Bibles! In our 
wildest imaginations we have no idea how much these 
Bibles will bless thousands of believers there. May God 
bless everyone with His favor who helped make this 
miracle possible.

“It is always an ecouragement to hear from you 
Pastor Matthew. I am thankful to the congregation 
for their love. It will be a blessing that one can have 
own Bible and the value of it is felt better when you do not have a Bible as your own.  Thank you”

-Jaison, Pastor in India

While the cards and online form answers are still trickling in, we don’t have a clear 
picture of what you think about sharing your faith story, a picture is starting to emerge. The most common 
response, in a general way, to the question, “What keeps me from sharing my faith story?” is a concern for 
how others will view you. To be sure, there are nuances to the response - they are definitely not the “I’m 
worried people will think I’m weird,” response - but how people view us is at the top of the pile. For some 
this has to do with whether or not a person “knows” enough of the answers to share the Good News. For 
others, it’s a fear that a past reputation might tarnish a story about God’s work in their lives. Whatever the 
case may be, I deeply appreciate how much time and effort those responses took and I appreciate you for 
filling them out and turning them in.

No person will ever completely get over wondering how they might be viewed, but I think we can help 
reduce the anxiety. The Evangelism Team has been reading a book titled Beyond Awkward by Beau Crosset-
to. It feels almost prescient that we chose this book a few months ago because so often the reason sharing 
our faith story seems awkward is because we want to put our best foot forward with people but feel un-
prepared to talk about faith. It’s been a helpful book that you might want to pick up and read for yourself. 
We’re committed to helping our church move forward in sharing Jesus passionately no matter the level of 
awkwardness we may feel. Thanks for all of your help and input!

SURVEY RESULTS

By Pastor Matthew Johnson

INDIA RESPONSE UPDATE 

By Pastor Jim Lenderman



Growing up as the child of parents who not only attended church every single Sunday, but also faithfully par-
ticipated and led in worship, I have long had a love and appreciation for Church music. There are so many great 
songs, old and new, that have incredible people and stories behind them--which should come as no surprise since 
we worship an incredible and awesome God. 

For instance, did you know that the most prolific hymn writer EVER was blinded by an ill-guided medical treat-
ment at the age of 6 weeks old? Fanny Crosby, born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, on March 24th, 1820, didn’t let 
that stop her from following God’s calling in her life. She wrote over 8,000 poems and hymns during her lifetime, 
including some of the all time greats like “To God Be the Glory”, “Blessed Assurance”, and “Pass Me Not, O Gentle 
Savior”. Amazing! 

In Singing Between the Lines, I will be taking a deeper look into the words, scriptures, authors, and stories behind 
some of our most beloved hymns. It is my hope that by gaining a deeper understanding about the songs we sing, 
we can learn to worship more fully. Also! I do take requests. If you have a favorite hymn or author that you’d like 
me to write about, feel free to email me at jachin@cumcrogers.com.

Jim Lenderman  Senior Pastor     jlenderman@cumcrogers.com
Matthew Johnson  Associate Pastor    mjohnson@cumcrogers.com
Dawn Spragg   Contemporary Worship Pastor  dawn@cumcrogers.com
Les Oliver   Pastor of Missions    les@cumcrogers.com
Karen Brown   Congregational Care Coordinator  kjb@cumcrogers.com
Jachin Mann   Director of Music Ministries   jachin@cumcrogers.com
Marilyn Lee   Church Organist
David Embree   Director of Tech Ministries   david@cumcrogers.com
Lucy Swanson   Director of Youth Ministries   lswanson@cumcrogers.com
Hannah Carter  Director of Childrens Ministries  hcarter@cumcrogers.com
Lindsey Russell  Administrative Assistant   lrussell@cumcrogers.com
Kris Mickna   Executive Director of Child Develoment kris@cumcrogers.com
Jennifer Singh   Director of Central Child Care Center centralchildcare@cumcrogers.com
Misty Revoir   Director of Tiny Tots Preschool  tinytots@cumcrogers.com
Tami Stewart   Church Administrator    tami@cumcrogers.com
Cathy Blackwood  Bookkeeper     cblackwood@cumcrogers.com
Amy Penny   First Impressions Coordinator  apenny@cumcrogers.com
Brian Carroll   Director of Facilities    bcarroll@cumcrogers.com
Felipe Velazquez  Custodian
Lita Rosales   Custodian
Leticia Loza   Custodian

 

SINGING BETWEEN THE LINES

By Jachin Mann

CENTRAL STAFF



DECEMBER

4  Advent Workshop  5:30p Dinner, 6:00 “Not So Silent Night”, 6:45 Workshop 
7  Breakfast with Santa  Atrium
8  Youth Christmas Party 6:00p, Gravity Youth Room
10  Tour of Homes   Atrium
13  Sr. Potluck & Game Day 11:00a, Gravity Youth Room
14  Youth Girls Night In  7:00p, Gravity Youth Room
15  Christmas Cantata  10:30a, Chapel
24  Christmas Eve Services 3:00p Contemporary, 5:00p Traditional, 11:00p Chapel
25  Community Christmas Meal  Atrium
25-26  Church Office Hours  Closed for Christmas Holiday
29  Wesley Covenant Service 10:00a, Sanctuary
29  Church Wide Prayer  6:00p, Chapel

OCTOBER

2  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
3-5  Rummage Sale  7:00a- 1:00p, Bus Barn
3-6  Walk to Emmaus  Ft. Smith, AR
5  BGES Fall Festival  10:00a-1:00p, Bonnie Grimes Elementary School
9  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
9  Class Meeting Orientation 6:30-7:30p
11  Sr. Potluck & Game Day 11:00a, Gravity Youth Room
12  Disaster Response Mission Flood Relief down south
13  Class Meeting Orientation 9:15-10a
13  Next Connection  11:45a, Room 107
13  Parents/Leader Brinner 5:30p, Gravity Youth Room
16  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
20  Confirmation   6:30p, Room 225
23  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
27  Commitment Sunday  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional

NOVEMBER

3  Shoe Boxes Available  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
3  Angel Tree Available  Atrium
3  Day Light Savings Time 
3  All Saints Sunday  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
6  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
8  Sr. Potluck & Game Day 11:00a, Atrium
8  CUMC Tailgate  Roger High School Stadium
9-10  Youth Turkey Bowl  Gravity Youth Room 
10   New Member Sunday  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
13  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
15-16  Lay Servant Academy  CUMC- Various Rooms
17   Service of Comfort & Hope 5:00p, Chapel
20  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
24  Church Wide Prayer  6:00p, Chapel

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION VISIT CUMCROGERS.COM/UPCOMING-EVENTS

MARK  YOUR CALENDARS

*ALL DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE


