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Daily help for growing in Christ
 At the beginning of the year I mentioned a high quality, faith-changing daily resource to help you enga-
ge with God and the Bible called the Seedbed Daily Text. This free resource is sent to you daily by your choice of 
email (register at seedbed.com/daily-text-subscribe or via the Discipleship Bands app (available for free at your 
app store). This is a great way to be encouraged and challenged by seasoned insight that will help you grow in 
your understanding and application of God’s Word. Join me and many others who are benefiting from this trans-
formational resource.

Beginning of school reset
 This time of year when kids and teachers return to school and family summer vacations are fond memo-
ries is a great opportunity for all of us to have another new year of sorts. As routines get reestablished and people 
consider what will be priorities on their schedules I hope you’ll place the building of your faith and establishment 
of your family’s faith foundation as high priorities among all the important and unimportant things that vie for 
your time and attention. 

The fall sermon series we’re in called The Means of Grace points us to important channels God uses to convey His 
love and grace to us. There are several proven ways we can participate in that help us experience God in fres-
her and deeper ways. I encourage you to join us on this journey of rediscovering the Means of Grace . Join us in 
worship and Sunday school. Reconnect with your Life Group. Reengage with fellow travelers here at Central on 
this journey of being transformed to be more like Christ in the way we think, speak, and act. 
You won’t regret it. Your children will benefit greatly. And together we’ll better connect more people to Christ in 
NWA and around the world. 

Prayer Requests 
• Tricia Carmichael, Liz and Jack Carmichael’s daughter-in-law, for God to help the doctors figure out her 

health problem.
• Adam Terrell, Jenna Evans’ brother, for him to recognize God’s grace and mercy and for him to reconcile 

himself and make healthy Christian decisions.
• Derek Bailey, neighbor of Linda Fish, who was in a bike wreck and had to be air lifted to Washington 

Regional for emergency surgery and will have more surgeries and recovery in the future.

Continuing Prayers for our Members
Robbie Baggett, Devon Bell, Will Blackshear, Bob Blount, Marty Brooks, June Fanzlaw, Nancy Froman, Elaine 
Greeler, John Harris,  Jay Jackson, Kelly Hauser, Jay Jackson, Dave Lewis,  K.K. Milholen, Sally Moore, Rae 
Oden, Bob & Dona Quinlan, Russell Riggs, Betty Sutton, and Alisha Woods

If you have something you would like for us to be in prayer about, please let us know! Prayer cards are avail-
able in the Sanctuary, Chapel, and the Welcome Desk. 

Are you a prayer warrior? Sign up to receive the prayer concerns for Central by email weekly by one of our 
Congregational Care Members. To sign up call the church office and let them know you would like to be a 

part of the weekly prayer group. 

PRAYER

GEARING BACK UP THIS FALL

By: Pastor Jim Lenderman



After a number of years in the U.S. Army, my dad decided to get out and do something diffe-
rent. So, he works for the Department of Defense in the area of public affairs doing the same thing 
he did in the Army. Ha! One of his pet peeves has always been the way some people will mix up the purposes of 
Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day. Specifically, Veteran’s Day (in November) is a day to remember everyone who 
has served in the military while Memorial Day (in May) is a day to remember those who died in war. The two main 
ideas for the different days are serving and dying.

You know I can’t read something like that without thinking about our lives in Christ. Words like dying and serving 
jump out at me. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in his book, The Cost of Discipleship, “When Christ calls a man, he bids 
him to come and die.” This is what Paul was getting at in Galatians 2:20 when he said, “I have been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer I who love but Christ who now lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.” Crucified with Christ. Dead to self. It’s through this means 
that God fills us up with his Spirit and love so that we can serve him and one another. The abundant life Jesus 
Christ came to give us flows out of love for God and others rather than love for ourselves.

Jesus told his disciples in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” If we’re crucified with Christ and live our lives in him then we’re going to serve as he 
served. It’s my prayer that we will turn to Jesus and in dying to ourselves so that we can be equipped to serve the 
world we find the God of the Living filling us to overflow with abundant life.

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE MEANS OF GRACE AVAILABLE TO US AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS THROUGH WHICH 
WE EXPERIENCE THE GRACE AND PRESENCE OF GOD IN A DEEPER, MORE PERSONAL WAY.  WE DO NOT EARN 

GOD’S GRACE THROUGH THE MEANS GRACE, WE EXPERIENCE HIS GRACE THROUGH THEM. 

September 1: Partaking in the Lord’s Supper (*Read Ch. 5)
When we come to the table, we connect ourselves with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This 
means of grace, Wesley said, “conveys the power of God’s grace to us now.” This is why Wesley believed so strongly 
that we should take it as often as we can, so that we can experience the power of God’s grace. 

September 8: Prayer and Fasting (*Read Ch. 4 & 6)
Simply put, prayer is a means through which people draw near to God and fasting is a means through which we 
are emptied so that we might be filled with grace. These two often go together so that in being emptied by fast-
ing, we are filled through prayer.

September 15: Fellowship (*Read Ch. 7)
Fellowship emphasizes that the Christian life is never done in solitude. If we are going to grow and abound in 
love, we need other people to model love, to give love, and to receive love. We can’t do this in private, but togeth-

September 22: Classes and Bands (*Read Ch. 8)
Flowing out of fellowship, classes and bands are a careful way of attending to our own holiness, which can never 
happen apart from relationships with other people. This is what Wesley meant by “social holiness.” One cannot 
become holy apart from others (the social aspect.) 

September 29: Works of Mercy (*Read Ch. 9 & 10)
Works of mercy are the ways in which we carefully attend to others. In other words, we take seriously the second 
part of the great commandment, to love our neighbor as ourselves. Engaging in works of mercy teaches us how 
to love our neighbours better. 

THE MEANS OF GRACE

Sermon Series

SERVING AND DYING

By: Pastor Matthew Johnson



Hannah Carter
Director of Children’s Ministries

Lucy Swanson
Director of Youth Ministries

Hi, friends! We kicked off a new school year in Children’s Ministry 
on Promotion Sunday—this included new Preschool students attending the 
Preschool/Prekindergarten Sunday school class, Kindergarten kids moving up 
to Elementary Sunday school, and all age group kids moving on up to their 
appropriate groups. We also enjoyed a fun afternoon at our Back-to-School 
bash where our kiddos made gifts for the teachers and staff at Bonnie Grimes 
Elementary school and played on a giant slip-and-slide. Our staff had the hon-
or of praying with staff members from 3 Rogers elementary schools the Tues-
day before school began—it really helped start the school year off right for 
the staff members who chose to participate. Cultivate kicks off on September 
4 with our new KidsLife gearing up immediately following dinner—there are 
some great adult class options available for parents while kids attend their own 
life group. Wednesday nights are also when our KidsLife choir practices and will 
be practicing the songs for the upcoming Christmas program, A Not So Silent 
Night. All children are welcome to participate in the choir, but if they would 
like a speaking part (3rd-5th grade) or other ensemble/singing part, they must 
sign up on the church website www.cumcrogers.com/notsosilentnight before 
September 25. More details can be found on the website.



The team responsible for helping Central UMC "Grow Deeply" is the Discipleship Team. 
Chaired by Dennis Reaves, this group meets monthly to work out strategies and tactics 

for helping every person at Central grow more deeply in their faith as a deeply devoted disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Remembering Dallas Willard's words, that a disciple "is someone who has decided that the most important thing 
in life is to learn to do what Jesus said to do".  This team is looking for ways both to equip Central's disciples but 
also release them to do ministry. For instance, the Discipleship Team is working on a plan to both help disciples 
at Central discern their spiritual gifts and also to employ them in both the church and the world. The team also 
encourages Central to pay attention to upcoming announcements about the Lay Servant Academy November 
15-16. Keep an open mind about the Lay Servant Academy - going through the classes and certification doesn't 
mean you'll have to get up and preach or teach (though you may find a passion for one or both!), but it is an 
equipping process which will help every person grow deeply and learn to share what they've learned in service to 
the church and the world. We hope you'll join us in November. We also hope that you'll consider how you might 
grow more deeply in your faith in and commitment to Jesus Christ.

The Missions Team at Central works all year to guide Central to Love Unconditionally  by 
following our Church’s Mission Statement: “Connecting People to Christ”.  Each month 
they focus on a specific project to help continue our work in the community and beyond. In 2019 we have 
participated in a Snack Pack Event, served meals at the Grace Community Soup Kitchen, helped families with 
Disaster Relief Projects all around Arkansas, opened the Tapestry Home, served with Ozark Mission Project, 
donated food to the Grace Food Pantry, supported internationally by assisting with the North India Leader-
ship Institute and partnering with a Methodist Church in Costa Rica, and held a School supply drive to support 
Bonnie Grimes Elementary School. But the year isn’t over! We still have many projects coming up this Fall. Look 
over the list below and see if anything stirs your heart. If so please contact Jami McFeeters, Chair of the Mis-
sions Committee, at jamimhome@gmail.com or Rev. Les Oliver, Minister of Missions, at lesandjane@cox.net. 
WE NEED YOU!

September Bonnie Grimes Elementary School Fall Festival, Saturday, October 5, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
October  Operation Christmas Child (Christmas Shoe Boxes)
November Sharing and Caring of Benton County Christmas Tree 
December Annual Community Christmas Day Lunch 

DISCIPLESHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE

By: Pastor Matthew Johnson

MISSIONS IN 2019

By: Pastor Les Oliver
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Sunday we received donations during 
worship to purchase Bibles in the Hindi 

language for indigenous church planters (pastors) and new be-
lievers coming to faith in Christ in India. The cost per Bible is just 
$6.00 US. The goal was 350 Bibles totaling $2,100. The response 
was amazing. Join us for worship this Sunday to hear the results 
from the India Initiative Bible offering.

Stephen Elliot, in his book By Signs and Wonders, explains that it's not more evan-
gelism training or programs we need in order to effectively share the good news of 
Jesus Christ, what we need is an encounter with the living Lord. 

Have you ever thought about how easily the words come out of your mouth as you tell someone about the 
great service and food you received at that new restaurant in town? Or about that new Netflix series you 
couldn't believe you binge-watched that week you had the flu? Or what about that new gadget that tracks 
your sleep and cooks you a fat-burning breakfast every morning? When we have positive, life-changing 
encounters, no matter whether it's a lifestyle change or a way to beat some issue that's plagued you for 
years, you want to tell people about it. So, one of the things we want to focus on in the coming months in 
order to help you share Jesus Christ with passion and conviction is to help you encounter the Living God. 
Maybe it's in worship, or in a discipleship group, or at a mission project, or in a prayer meeting--the goal is 
to see you smitten and enamored with Jesus Christ. Our guess is that you won't need a booklet or a training 
session to tell people about Jesus after that. 

So stay tuned...

WHAT YOU TALK ABOUT

By: Pastor Matthew Johnson

BIBLES FOR INDIA

By: Pastor Jim Lenderman



September 8 
Feliz Mendelssohn (1809-1847) is known for lovely melodies, and even when he harmonizes them, which is fre-
quently, the beauty of the singing line shines through. (Organs can sing, also.) Our prelude this Sunday, though 
simple and not long in duration, holds true to his composing skill. It will begin loudly and end softly. 

September 15 
Our prelude on this Sunday morning was originally written as part of a sonata for piano by Ludwig von Beethoven 
(1770-1827), but some intrepid soul has arranged it for organ, sticking in a pedal note here and there for authen-
ticity, supposedly. The surprising thing is, it works! A lot is crammed into this one page of music-- Beethoven 
would be pleased, methinks!

September 22 
People now-a-days tend to think of slow music as sad music, but the opposite is true of today’s offertory, G.F. 
Handel’s (1685-1759) “Largo” (as well as a myriad of other compositions). To paraphrase Lee Trevini, “Slow down, 
everybody, listen to slow music and smell the roses.” This offertory composition is beautiful. 

September 29 
Peter Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) is another composer who wrote achingly beautiful music in our growing list of 
favorites. On this Sunday our offertory by him is a part of a movement from his Fifth Symphony. Transcriptions are 
always a subject of debate (argument?) among organists--good or bad? Purist or Innovator? yes or no? The con-
tentions go on. In the meantime, enjoy this offertory on it’s own merit, for it IS beautiful. 

Jim Lenderman  Senior Pastor     jlenderman@cumcrogers.com
Matthew Johnson  Associate Pastor    mjohnson@cumcrogers.com
Dawn Spragg   Contemporary Worship Pastor  dawn@cumcrogers.com
Les Oliver   Pastor of Missions    les@cumcrogers.com
Karen Brown   Congregational Care Coordinator  kjb@cumcrogers.com
Jachin Mann   Director of Music Ministries   jachin@cumcrogers.com
Marilyn Lee   Church Organist
David Embree   Director of Tech Ministries   david@cumcrogers.com
Lucy Swanson   Director of Youth Ministries   lswanson@cumcrogers.com
Hannah Carter  Director of Childrens Ministries  hcarter@cumcrogers.com
Kris Mickna   Executive Director of Child Develoment kris@cumcrogers.com
Jennifer Singh   Director of Central Child Care Center centralchildcare@cumcrogers.com
Misty Revoir   Director of Tiny Tots Preschool  tinytots@cumcrogers.com
Tami Stewart   Church Administrator    tami@cumcrogers.com
Cathy Blackwood  Bookkeeper     cblackwood@cumcrogers.com
Amy Penny   First Impressions Coordinator  apenny@cumcrogers.com
Brian Carroll   Director of Facilities    bcarroll@cumcrogers.com
Felipe Velazquez  Custodian
Lita Rosales   Custodian
Leticia Loza   Custodian
 

NOTES FROM OUR ORGANIST

By: Marilyn Lee

CENTRAL STAFF



SEPTEMBER

2  Church Office Hours  Closed for Labor Day
4  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
6-8  Fall Youth Retreat  5:30p, New Life Ranch, OK
11  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
13  Sr. Potluck & Game Day 11:00a, Atrium
15  Mission Fair   8:00a-11:45a, Atrium
15  Gravity Youth Family KickOff 6:00p, Gravity Youth Room
18  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
22  Bible Presentation  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
22  Bible Exploration  12:00p, Elementary Hallway, 2nd Floor 
25  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
29  Church Wide Prayer  6:00p, Chapel

OCTOBER

2  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
3-5  Rummage Sale  7:00a- 1:00p, Bus Barn
3-6  Walk to Emmaus  Ft. Smith, AR
5  BGES Fall Festival  10:00a-1:00p, Bonnie Grimes Elementary School
9  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
11  Sr. Potluck & Game Day 11:00a, Atrium
13  Next Connection  11:45a, Room 107
13  Parents/Leader Brinner 5:30p, Gravity Youth Room
16  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
23  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
27  Commitment Sunday  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
27  Trunk or Treat   5:00p, Parking Lot
27  Church Wide Prayer  6:00p, Chapel
30  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes

NOVEMBER

3  All Saints Sunday  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
6  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
8  Sr. Potluck & Game Day 11:00a, Atrium
9-10  Youth Turkey Bowl  Gravity Youth Room 
10   New Member Sunday  8:15a Early Traditional, 10:15a Contemporary, 10:30a Traditional
13  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
15-17  Lay Servant Academy  CUMC
17   Service of Comfort & Hope 5:00p, Chapel
20  Cultivate   5:30p Dinner, 6:00 Communion Service, 6:30 Classes
24  Church Wide Prayer  6:00p, Chapel

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION VISIT CUMCROGERS.COM/UPCOMING-EVENTS

MARK  YOUR CALENDARS

*ALL DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE


