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19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the

wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

 
The prophet writes this about the deliverance and redemption of God’s people. The prophecy would be held
onto as the hope for Israel. But the new thing would be a new covenant for all people. Within that covenant
would be a relationship with God offered to all people who turn to God. As John 3:16 tells us - 16 “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.”  
 
One of the things I have loved about the United Methodist church and really all Wesleyan expressions of faith is
the understanding that God is available to all people. We believe part of God’s grace is that God pursues all
people so that they will turn to Him and experience the whole reason for being created. And what is that? To be
in relationship with God and live out the life that God envisions us to have connected to Him.  
 
It is in the season of Advent that we remember and celebrate how God broke through into our world to make
that relationship possible to all people. God broke through to the world by sending His Son - His only Son as a
baby. That baby represents a promise for redemption and new life to all who turn to God. Therefore if there is
ever a season that we need to celebrate big - it’s Advent and Christmas.  
 
This year at Central Rogers we plan on celebrating Advent in some huge ways. We have adapted some traditions
with new ideas to hopefully enter into the season with the right heart and a clear vision of what this season is all
about. We will also build on other traditional ways we celebrate to have an Advent and Christmas that puts us
right in the middle of the presence of God. This is what we all need to prepare us for the coming year.  
 
I want to highlight what we will be doing on December 3rd, which is the first day of Advent. We are merging the
Advent Workshop with a worship service called Hanging of the Greens. For full details about this service as well
as all of our services and programs please look at the Advent booklet that has been sent out with all the Advent
2023 details. You can also access an online version of this document at www.centralrogers.com/advent
 
On December 3rd we will gather in the chapel to bring forward key decorations that adorn the church. We will
highlight the meaning of those decorations and sing familiar carols to celebrate the dawning of the Advent
season. I am especially excited about this service because it highlights several of our defining values as a church.
One being that Every Generation Matters to the Life of the Church. We will see children paired with adults in
bringing in decorations and explaining their meaning. People of all generations will have different roles within the
service. We hold high the value of mentoring relationships between age groups. There is so much we can learn
from each other, especially from a person from a different generation.  
 
Also, highlighted in this service will be defining values “Prayer and Bible Study is Our Foundation” as well as “We
Ground Ourselves in the Essentials of the Faith.” This will be a service where we highlight how our Advent
worship is grounded in scripture and the long standing liturgical tradition of the church. This is a classic service of
the church that will help us walk into Advent united in Christ and ready for God to move in our hearts.  
 
On this night we will have elements from Advent Workshop as there will be activities for kids. The youth group
will host Santa’s workshop and a chili supper to raise money for their upcoming mission projects. There will be
other surprises for kids of all ages as we enter into one of the most special seasons of the church. 
 
I encourage you to fully lean into the church during Advent 2023. Participate daily in the Advent Reader. Join us
for worship each Sunday and find the right programs that will help you focus on what Advent is all about. And
what is it about? It is about waiting with hopeful anticipation for God’s breakthrough into the world. We
contemplate and connect with those who were waiting for Jesus’ first breakthrough long ago. And we learn and
gain confidence in Jesus’ return when He will make all things right. We also seek Him to breakthrough even now  
into our lives and help us gain a deeper understanding of His Truth and Grace.  
 
Welcome to Advent my friends. I believe God has something special in store for us in this season. So, lean in with
your heart, mind and faith. Hold on, because God is breaking in to do a new thing. And it's going to be fantastic!  

 
Have a great December and don’t forget…..  
 
You Matter to God!  

Pastor Rob  



As we wrap up November, we cannot let it pass without

celebrating TURKEY BOWL! Turkey Bowl is more than an event, it

has morphed into an amazing weekend over the last few years,

and this year we expanded it further to include a Saturday night

Bonfire (THANK YOU Kelli and Kerry Turnbow and Olivia Dinan,

our student devotional leader), Breakfast of Champions (THANK

YOU Lana and David Dinan and Matt Harrison) and the main event

– TURKEY BOWL! Fourteen years ago, a small partnership formed

between FUMC Rogers and Central and it has continued to build

to become the largest student-led food drive in the Arkansas

Conference of the United Methodist Church. Our new record

(FROM THIS YEAR!) was a combined 4,501 food items going to

Grace Food Pantry. And that is exactly what we did the

Wednesday following Turkey Bowl, both churches loaded up and

arrived at Grace and unloaded all 4,501 items and organized

them. To put a cherry on top, our very own, Rev. Lindsey Russell,

shared about food insecurity and the role of the NWA Food Bank

in helping fight food insecurity in NWA. This year’s Turkey Bowl

record number of food items was dedicated to Grace in honor of

Tracy Hillis, our fearless and wonderful youth leader, who was

often seen wearing a goofy fanny pack or a turkey costume at

Turkey Bowl, and who cared deeply about loving our neighbors

through the ministry of Grace Food Pantry.   

We had much to be grateful for in November, and are just as

PUMPED as we head into December; lots of celebrating to be

done. We will be having Advent Celebration – Hanging of the

Greens Service, followed by a Youth Chili Dinner, which all

proceeds will directly benefit our summer Ozark Mission Project

mission trips on Sunday, Dec. 3. And yes, the infamous Santa Shop

will also be a part of that night! We will then wrap up our year

with our annual Gravity Christmas Party on Sunday, Dec. 10 –

LOTS planned and a great night ahead. BUT...we aren’t finished

celebrating yet – there's our annual Gravity Girls Night In on

Saturday, Dec. 16. We won’t wrap up the year without celebrating

Christmas with our Gravity leaders.   

With all the celebrating happening in December, Gravity Sunday

Nights will NOT meet (following the Christmas party) until

Sunday, January 14!  

            

                              @GravityYouthMinistries 

Gravity
YOUTH MINISTR IES



WNL – Young Disciples have had an amazing time exploring the miracles of Jesus and introduced a Chapel
service. It has been incredible watching these kids lead worship! 

Pennies for the Pantry – in February we raised over $500 for Grace Food Pantry.  

Easter Egg Hunt – This year we partnered with several other area UMCs, moved the 
hunt to the front lawn, and added a sensory friendly area.  

During the late traditional and contemporary services, we added a live children’s moment each month! 

VBS – In June we hosted 237 kids and 60 youth volunteers as we learned how to SHINE JESUS’ LIGHT. 

Bible Presentation & Exploration – we presented 7 children with their very own Bibles and five of them were
able to stay for a Bible Exploration time after worship services. 

Trunk or Treat – Despite the cold and rainy weather, we had a marvelous time at our trunk or treat. 

Advent Celebration – we are starting a new tradition with our Advent Celebration by adding a Hanging of the
Greens service, and still keeping a soup dinner and Santa Shop that support Gravity Youth.   

Sunday School – boy, we sure covered A LOT this year: The Gospels – Jesus’ life & ministry, Jesus’ teachings,
Jesus’ ministry, Easter, The Early Church, Prophets, Daniel, Esther and Christmas. This summer we learned 
the books of the Bible! 
 
 

What kind of money do Santa’s elves use? 

Jingle Bills 
 
 

A Year in Review 

Ministries



WED. NITE LIVE

NEW MEMBERS

Connecting People to Christ

WED. NITE LIVE – THANK YOU 

A HUGE thank you to all the many folks that decorated, cooked, cleaned, and
planned for the amazing fall WNL meals! We have had so much fun eating, sharing,
and enjoying time with the amazing Central family. Following the meals were so
many great classes and activities for ALL ages. Thanks to the facilitators and leaders!
WNL will kickback up on January 10th with more fun and fellowship.   New spring
classes are open for registration. Wednesday Night Live has something for ALL
AGES so don’t miss out. It won’t be the same without you!

Don and Linda McAnally joined Central on

November 29th at the Traditional service. They

are joining by transfer of membership from

Germantown UMC in Germantown, TN. Don

served in the United States Airforce and areas

of business. Linda was a teacher and school

counselor in the Rutherford County Schools in

Tennessee. The McAnally’s live in Bentonville.   

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO LEARN

ABOUT ALL THE MINISTRIES AND

MISSIONS AT CENTRAL ROGERS.  

THE 2024 MINISTRY GUIDE

BROCHURES ARE STILL

AVAILABLE AT THE

INFORMATION STATION IN THE

ATRIUM.  PICK ONE UP TO

TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT ALL

THE WAYS YOU CAN SERVE AND

CONNECT AT CENTRAL IN THE

COMING YEAR!   



Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! 

The Chancel Choir is presenting a unique worship experience on December 17, @ 7pm, in the Chapel.  This service

will include: beautiful Christmas carols, a String Quartet, anthems by our Chancel Choir, soloists, and a Christmas

message from Pastor Rob.  Don’t miss this wonderful and unique Christmas worship experience! 

For more information, please contact the church office.  

Everyone is welcome! Join us December 3rd at 5:00p for a Hanging of the Greens service in the chapel. This

multigenerational music focused worship will be led by our young disciples, mixed ensemble, and members from

our contemporary praise band. After the services stay for a chili supper, free will donation, with all proceeds

benefiting our youth summer mission trip with Ozark Mission Project. This year we will feature pony rides and a live

nativity petting zoo, as well as, host games and activities for children. We will offer the ever popular Santa Shop

where children can find a special gift for their family and friends. Children will also receive a special gift box that will

include activities to last throughout the Advent season. 



WHY ARE WE DOING BIBLE RECAP IN 2024? 

One of our defining values here at Central is that we are grounded in prayer and scripture.  We believe these things
are foundational to (our lives).  Reading through the Bible together as a church family is an opportunity to live out this
value.  When we spend time in God’s word, we are in His presence and this is one of John Wesley’s means of grace –

spending time in the presence of God.  It will also help to unite us as a church family as we all read and study and
discuss the same passages each week.   

 

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 

Each week our Sunday sermon will be on one of the passages we read the previous
week.  The first level of participation is simply to worship with us each week! 

If you would like to read along with us, you can find the reading plan on our church
website at www.centralrogers.com/tbr .   Hint ~ we are not reading from front cover to
back cover, we are reading chronologically!   This means we will jump around from book
to book.  If you have the YouVersion Bible app on your phone, there is Bible Recap plan
you can subscribe to that will list the readings each day to help you keep on track. 

Each day after you read (or listen) to the Scripture, Tara Leigh Cobble has recorded a 6
to 10 minute segment that reviews and recaps what you just read.  These can be found
in audio format wherever you find Podcasts, or a video can be found on YouTube.   If
you would prefer to read the Recap, there are several books available with the Recap
printed. The books you can order are shown below and can be ordered in the church
office.  

Several of our adult Sunday school classes have committed to using the weekly
discussion guide for their curriculum in 2024.  There will be questions about the content
read the previous week for discussion each Sunday.  If you are interested in joining a
Sunday school class that will be using this format, you can find more information here
www.centralrogers.com/tbr .

P.S. There is also a Daily Study Guide available for purchase on The Bible Recap
website.  This has questions for each day’s reading to take you deeper into the text. 

 

YOU CAN READ,
UNDERSTAND, AND
LOVE SCRIPTURE!



1st               Sharing and Caring Christmas Presents Due
3rd              Bishop Merrill joins us for Worship                        8:15a, 10:20a, 10:30a
3rd              Hanging of the Greens & Advent Celebration     5:00p, Chapel/Atrium
5th               Staff Love Offering Accepted
6th               Sacred Thread Quilt Mission                                 9:00a - 2:00p, Rm 223/225
6th               Prayer Shawl Ministry                                             3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206
7th               Tour of Homes & Brunch                                       9:00a, Atrium
10th             Gravity Christmas Party                                         6:00, Youth Room
13th             Prayer Shawl Ministry                                             3:00p - 4:00p, Rm 206   
16th             Gravity Girl’s Night In                                            5:00p, Youth Room
17th             Let There Be Peace - Christmas Cantata             7:00p, Chapel
19th             Staff Love Offering Due
24th             Christmas Eve Services                                          10:30a (Contemp.) - Sanctuary
                                                                                                      5:00p (Trad.) - Sanctuary
                                                                                                      11:00p (Trad.) - Chapel
25th             28th Annual Christmas Community Meal
25th & 26th Church Office Closed
31st              Wesley Covenant Service (One Service)              10:30a, Chapel                                     
                
           

                           

 Lean In. 

Connecting People to Christ
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